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NOMINATING COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
Soon we will be electing officers to the Session and the Board of Deacons. These officers are your 
leaders, elected by you to minister with you and lead our congregation. Their calling is very important to 
the ministry of our congregation.  
 
The qualifications of individuals to be recommended to the Nominating Committee should include:  

be an active church member 

be present in worship and activities  

possess a commitment to FPCôs ministry  
 
Making a recommendation to the Nominating Committee is one way of helping the committee discern the 
Spiritôs calling. Your prayers are another way to help with this task. Remember a recommendation is not 
a nomination!  
 
The 2011 Nominating Committee are: Faith Morgan, Barb Panosh, David Schueffner, Ruth Perry,          
Judie Stuntz (co-chair), and Gudrun Wetak (co-chair)  

 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF OFFICERS  
 
ELDERS - ñElders are chosen by the people. Together with ministers of the Word and Sacrament, they 
exercise leadership, government, and discipline and have responsibilities for the life of a particular 
church as well as the church at large, including ecumenical relationships.ò The Book of Order G-6.0302 The 
Session functions as the spiritual leaders of our congregation. They discern Christôs vision for FPC and 
make the plans to fulfill that vision.  
 
DEACONS - ñThe office of deacon as set forth in Scripture is one of sympathy, witness, and service after 
the example of Jesus Christ. Persons of spiritual character, honest repute, of exemplary lives, brotherly 
and sisterly love, warm sympathies, and sound judgment should be chosen for this office.ò The Book of 

Order G-6.0401 Our Deacons need people who are compassionate, flexible, and eager to serve the needs 
of our members and friends of FPC.  
 

ZZZZZZZZZZ  

 
I would like to recommend to the Nominating Committee myself and/or the following:  
 
For Elder(s):  
 
 
 
 
For Deacon(s):  
 
 
 
 
We would appreciate, as a reference, your name, and phone or email address:  
 
________________________________________________________________________________  

Please return to the Church Office no later than September 4, 2011  
You may email your recommendations to the Church Office at firstpresmtwc@sbcglobal.net  
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Seed To Sow  

     Recently, many of our members have expressed how excited 

they were about all the great things going on at First Presbyterian 

Church.  What makes this really exciting to hear is that these 

comments are coming from old and young alike; longtime 

members and new guests.  God is indeed doing some great things 

at First Presbyterian Church and God is using you to accomplish 

these great things.  Without excited people with positive attitudes 

we would be withering on the vine.  

     In our world when it seems we hear bad news more than good we need 

reminding of all the great things that God is doing in and through First 

Presbyterian Church.  Therefore, here are some of the comments I have been 

hearing ñaround the churchò: 

À ñThe Monday Bible Study is the best!ò 

À ñI love our organ and that we have two great organistsò 

À ñI donôt think I could have made it through the past few months without 

my church family.ò 

À ñThe church facilities look better than they have in yearsò 

À ñI am really excited for Community Dinners to start-up againò 

À ñThe community can always count on First Presbyterian to help us be 

betterò 

À ñTwo worship services gives us flexibilityò 

À ñThank You for singing the old hymnsò 

À ñThe visiting ministry makes a difference to meò 

À ñI came here because people did not judge meò 

À ñThis is a really friendly placeò 

À ñYou guys do an incredible job with missionò 

À ñThank you for caringò 

     Believe it or not the list could go on and on.  Over the past year, God has 

been blessing our ministry in so many ways.  We are a great church and I want 

you to be excited about what we have going on.  Tell your neighbors, 

coworkers, family and your friends about all the great things that God is doing 

here! 

                                                                                          Christôs Blessings,  

d 

Count your 

blessings! 

d 
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- Glorify Ministry Group -  

Meetings are at 7:00 p.m. the first Monday of the month in the Church Library. 

Worship is the primary way we express our joy and thanksgiving to the God who created us, loves us, and forgives 
us.  The Glorify Ministry Group coordinates all Ministry Teams that allow us to have incredible worship 

experiences as well as other means of expressing our gratitude to God. 

Glorify Ministry Group Elders ñ Théo Lynne Hoffman, Tim Maatman 

September 4 , 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Romans 13:8-14 ï The Work Clothes of Christ 

 

September 11 , RALLY DAY ï FAMILY WORSHIP 9:30ðNoon  

 Matthew 18:21-35 ï Go and Tell Your Story 

 

September 18 , Theological Education Sunday 

 Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 ï God Brought His People Out With Joy 

 

September 25 , 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Matthew 21:23-27 ï By What Authority? 

                                             Worship Highlights  
                                              = Communion Sunday           = Baptism  

9:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

 

First Presbyterian Church Music Musings  
     By the time this musing is read, the music staff plus liaisons from the various musical groups of the church 

will have met for the first time as the music staff of your church.  Together we have prayed for and about the 

music ministry which is for the greater glory of God.  We have learned about who each other is, what 

materials are available to use, and how to dream outside the box.  We are learning that we are all there to 

help each other present the best praise we can give to God. 

     We can also be truly realistic and know that there is a lot of work to do.  We are excited about the new 

choir season returning but know that our ranks are small.  If you know that you need to be in one of the 

choirs, let one of the directors know about your interest.  If you would like to support the music ministry in a 

way other than making music, there is a lot of volunteer work to do in the music office.  Speak to Ann Gold 

and she can help you find your niche in our small corner of the world. 

     In the next issues of the newsletter, look for news of our musical efforts here at First Presbyterian Church!   

Ann Herrmann, Peter Klein, Phyllis Schippers, Bill Hampton-Gregory, Ann Gold ï Music Staff 

Nancy Baumann, Laura Fries, Mark Klaiber, Meredith Sauer ï Liaisons 

Théo Lynne Hoffman, Tim Maatman, Pastor Matt Sauer ï ex officio. 

 

Ann Gold 
Music Coordinator 

Worship CD 

Available  
Audio CDs of 

Sunday Morning 

Traditional Worship 

are available.  CDs, as well 

as players, are available to 

our homebound members.  

Please call the church office 

to schedule the delivery. 
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- Glorify Ministry Group (Continued) - 

News from the Praise Team  

The Praise Band congratulates Ann Gold 

upon her appointment as Music Coordinator, 

and looks forward to working with her.  We 

also wish Michael Degener all the best as he 

leaves for college after serving as our drummer for 

three years.  We'll miss Michael very much.  Also, many 

thanks to Alex Degener for joining us for a few weeks 

this summer.  We are always happy to have new talent 

join our group.  See Phyllis  or Tim  or call 682-2750, or 

show up on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. 

Manufacturer's Notice  

     It has come to our attention that the pastor you 

received was shipped with a slight defect: s/he is 

not psychic.  This defect necessitates certain 

special procedures to ensure optimum 

performance of your unit. 

 1.  It is necessary to inform him/her of any 

  members who are hospitalized. 

 2.  It is necessary to inform her/him of any 

  members who should be added to the 

  "shut-in" list. 

 3.  If someone you know is sick or otherwise 

  in need of the pastor's prayers, or if you 

  know of someone who should be included 

  in the prayers on Sunday morning, the 

  pastor must be told, or s/he won't know. 

 4.  If you are in need of a pastoral visit or 

  some other service from the pastor, you 

  will get best results if you ask him/her. 

     We regret any inconvenience this may cause. 

If these special procedures create an undue 

burden, please feel free to send the unit back, and 

one with full psychic abilities will be shipped as 

soon as one becomes available. 

Submitted by Théo Lynne Hoffman 

Join Us For Family Worship  
Many of us have missed having children actively involved in our worship services 

and in seeing friends who worship at a different worship service.  The Session 

would like to begin a new initiative to help overcome these shortcomings.  The 

first Sunday of each month (beginning on Rally Day, September 11) is going to be 

Family Worship Sunday.  This means that there will be no LifePath Sunday School on 

those days and we invite all our members to spend the whole morning at church (9:30ð

Noon).  At 9:30 children will be involved in all aspects of worship service and at 11:00 

we will join in some fun praise and worship music and then work on an intergenerational 

activity that might include a mission project, games, a worship art project, or even a 

potluck lunch.  One of our goals at First Presbyterian Church is to be Family of 

Believersð so put Family Worship Sundays on your calendar today! 

 

On The Rock  

Nothing before, 

nothing behind;  

The steps of faith  

Fall on the 

seeming void, 

and find  

The rock beneath.  
 

ðJohn Greenleaf 

Whittier  

Welcome to the 2011-2012 Chancel 

Choir Season.  Rehearsals are 

Thursday evenings from 6:30 -

 8:00 p.m. and Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m.  Thursday 

rehearsals begin September 8 and Sunday rehearsals 

begin September 11.  All old and new choir members 

are welcome.  If being a regular member doesn't fit your 

schedule, join for a Sunday or a month or a season 

(Advent or Lent) or whatever you can commit to.  I look 

forward to another choir season with you.  See you in 

September. 

Ann Herrmann 

Chancel Choir Director 
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- Educate Ministry Group -  
Meetings are at 5:15 p.m. the third Thursday of the month in the Church Library. 

No matter what age we are, we are always learning; so First Presbyterian Church provides opportunities  
for each person to grow their faith.  The Educate Ministry Group coordinates Ministry Teams  

that address educational activities and nurture the use of spiritual gifts. 
Educate Ministry Group Elders ñ Gloria Creagh, Winnie Drape, Diane Moon  

Meet Our New Christian Education Intern!  

     Greetings and blessings!  My name is Brittany Schoeder and I am currently a junior at Silver 

Lake College double majoring in both Theology and Psychology.  While I attend school in 

Manitowoc, I grew up in Janesville, WI.  I am the oldest of four children; I have a younger sister 

and two younger brothers.  I graduated from Parker High School in 2009.  During my high 

school career I was heavily involved in both extracurricular activities in school such as National 

Honor Society, Spanish National Honor Society, Badger Girls State delegate, and the class 

secretary for four years, as well as being involved in the community; I began working at Target 

between my sophomore and junior year.  In addition to working, I volunteered at my home 

parish, St. William Catholic Church, as a catechist for several years, teaching first and second graders as well 

as working with the high school Confirmation students.  I also took Bible Study courses and was a crew 

leader at Vacation Bible School.  

     Upon moving to Manitowoc my freshman year. I began volunteering at St. Francis of Assisi Parish with the 

EDGE program; a middle school youth group. 

     When not busy working or learning lessons in class, I enjoy spending time with friends and family as well 

as traveling; some of my favorite places I have visited include Washington D.C. and Florida.  Additionally, I 

enjoy serving as a student leader for the Campus Activities Board and as a Campus minister. 

Faith Discussion  

Join this early morning ecumenical group for breakfast and 

discussion the Third Wednesday of every month at the 

Felician Village Bistro at 7:00 a.m.  Everyone is welcome to 

attend.   

 Monday Noon Bible Study  
The Monday Noon Bible Study starts up again 

on September 12 in the Church Library.  We will 

continue our journey through the New 

Testament picking-up in the book of Acts.  ALL 

ARE WELCOME ï no Bible experience required so bring 

your lunch, your Bible and come and discuss how Godôs 

word can transform us! 

What Will Brittany                              

Be Doing At FPC?  
Brittany will be working closely with the 

Educate Ministry Group and Pastor Matt to 

grow our LifePath Sunday School Program 

and Youth Ministries.  She will be developing 

lessons plans, recruiting teachers, teaching, 

leading Childrenôs times, planning youth 

group activities, getting to know our children 

and youth and so much more.  Brittany will be 

working 12-14 hours each week coordinating 

our educational programming with us ï NOT 

DOING THEM FOR US!  She will post office 

hours and contact information once she gets 

here.  If you would like to contact her please 

call the Church Office. 
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- Educate Ministry Group (Continued) - 

Join Us For Rally Day Fun  
     Join us Sunday, September 11 , from 9:30-Noon for a special day to kick-off our 

program year.  Learn about our Education programs for the year, join in intergenerational 

activities as we learn to tell our own stories to one another so we will be prepared to tell 

Jesusô story!  Be prepared to see puppets, hear great music, play games, and have Godôs 

word come alive for us!  Everyone is invited to come to church for the whole morning ï 

that way we get to know our Family of Believers. 

Children are invited to bring their school backpacks with them so we can have a 

special blessing of the backpacks! 

3:00-5:00 p.m.ðBowling at Meadow Lanes West, 3701 Meadow Lane.  This is an informal time to meet 

our C.E. Intern, Brittany Schoeder and have some great fun with our church family.  Basic bowling will be 

free for those with First Presbyterian Church. 

Foundations of Presbyterian Polity  
In October, First Presbyterian Church will 

begin a short-term small group study 

focused on the Foundations of Presbyterian 

Polity.  The group will meet at 6:00 p.m. on 

Thursdayôs in Church Library.  We will read 

through the document Foundation of Presbyterian 

Polity and explore the theological foundation for why 

Presbyterians do the things the way we do.  We will 

meet October 6, 13, 20, 27 . 

A Clean Slate  

     One of the best things about heading back to school 

is the chance for a fresh start.  A new year, new 

teachers, perhaps even a new 

school offer students the opportunity 

to try a little harder and do a little 

better than the year before.  

     Praise God that he allows us to 

always start over. Jeremiah writes that the Lordôs 

mercies ñare new every morningò (Lamentations 3:23a).  

With Godôs help we can begin each day with a clean 

slate and a new attitude, determined to make some 

changes for the better.  

Confirmation Class 2012  

Confirmation Class 2012 is getting underway.  This 

years students are Christian Diaz and Logan 

Swanson.  Please pray for them through this journey.  

You will be seeing confirmands in worship and 

mission projects of the church as they learn about 

being a disciple and a Presbyterian.  The 

congregation will be invited to attend a special dinner 

with the confirmands in May. 

The Fr. Bill Zimmer Forum  

- A Book Group for People of Faith - 

The next forum will be held 

on Tuesday, September 

13 at 12:15 p.m. at Silver 

Lake College, 2406 

Alverno Road, Manitowoc.  

Bishop Robert F. Morneau, 

Auxiliary Bishop, Author, 

Pastor Resurrection Parish, 

Green Bay, will talk about 

Faith Maps by author 

Michael Paul Gallagher.   
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- Serve Ministry Group - 
We are committed to hands-on mission projects and financial benevolence so the kingdom of Heaven can be 
exhibited to the world.  The Serve Ministry Group coordinates  all Ministry Teams that mobilize the churchõs 
resources and coordinate the churchõs benevolence to serve those in need; locally, nationally, and internationally. 

Serve Ministry Group Elders ñ Mary Huckins, Dawn Schroeder, Lyn Leary Stark 

Thanks for Your Help!  
     Many thanks for those that helped at the Sunday Night Supper, served at Wesley United Methodist on 

Sunday, July 31.  Thanks to the chefs who made sloppy joes, green bean casserole, potato salad, coleslaw, 

lettuce salad, macaroni salad, fruit salad, and ice cream with browniesé a true feast!!    Thanks also to those 

who donated pickles and chips and cash donations.  We served 83, of which 12 were helpers from First 

Presbyterian Church.   

     This event is a Lenten Project that began in 1988 and we are one of twelve churches/organizations that 

participate (one for each month).  We are proud to be a part of this project.  The Serve Team consisting of 

Mary Huckins, Lyn Leary Stark, and Dawn Schroeder want to thank our congregation for serving and 

providing for this event and we would like to invite you to participate next year, the last Sunday in July, 2012!       

     Volunteers at the event were: Roger and Winnie Drape, Lauryn Hibbard, Jodi, Jesse and Jack Linsmeier, 

their cousin Nicole, Dawn and Todd Schroeder, Lyn Leary Stark, Judie and Pete Stuntz and Merritt Wilcox. 

     Food and donations received by Jane Abbott, Jennifer Balma, Gloria Creagh, Winnie Drape, Clara 

Hagenow, Bill Hampton-Gregory, Mary Huckins, Don and Ellen Lewellen, Jodi Linsmeier, Leslie Markwardt, 

Diane Moon, Barb Panosh, Rob Peaslee, Matt and Meredith Sauer, Dawn Schroeder, Lyn Leary Stark, Judie 

Stuntz, Amy Swanson, and Gudrun Wetak.   

Synod of Lakes and Prairies Taps Emergency Funds to  

Support Feeding Displaced in Minot, N.D.  
The Synod of Lakes and Prairies sent $5,000 from its Emergency 

Fund to First Presbyterian Church in Minot, N.D., to support that 

church's effort to feed those displaced by flooding in that city.  A 

letter to the church's clerk of session stated, "We have seen the 

images and read the stories of the severe, record-breaking flood 

that struck Minot and the surrounding area in June.  We have also 

read of the response of Minot's First Presbyterian Church and 

learned that you have served thousands of meals through the 

congregation's food trailer.  While the Synod of Lakes and Prairies 

supports the ministry and mission of its 16 presbyteries, there are 

times when extraordinary circumstances require the synod to reach 

out to an individual congregation.  This is one of those times." In the first 15 days after the flood, Minot's First 

Presbyterian Church fed 18,000 meals through its food trailer.  To assist Minot's First Presbyterian Church in 

flood relief efforts, direct contributions can be made by check to Minot First Presbyterian Church, 1000 3rd 

Street NE, Minot, ND 58703.  The memo line of the check should indicate "flood relief."  


