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PRAYER SUPPORT FOR DEPLOYING SOLDIERS AND THEIR FAMILIES  

OF THE 432ND CIVIL AFFAIRS BATTALION  
 

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified, or discouraged;                                                               

for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go. Joshua 1:9  

     

     About 100 Soldiers from the 432d Civil Affairs Battalion in Green Bay are preparing to be deployed to 

Afghanistan in June, including several from Manitowoc County. The Battalionôs Family Readiness Group 

(FRG) has discussed ways in which it can support the Soldiers and their families during the deployment.  

One suggestion was to ask local churches to keep them regularly in their prayers. Thus, the Prayer Support 

Project was launched.  

     First Presbyterian Church is one of the 12 churches to volunteer to be a Prayer Support Partner during 

the deployment.  This deployment is somewhat different from past deployments for the 432nd because 

instead of deploying together as a traditional battalion structured element, the Soldiers will be split up and 

assigned to 12 small Provincial Reconstruction Teams (PRTs) throughout the eastern region of Afghanistan.  

PRTs are operated by a team of civilian representatives, such as the U.S. Agency for International 

Development and the U.S. Department of State, as well as military leadership with a common goal to 

improve security, extend the reach of the Afghan government, and facilitate reconstruction in these 

provinces.  

     Each church in the Prayer Support Project is receiving the names of the Soldiers from a particular PRT.  

To maintain privacy, we are only being given the first names of the Soldiers. However, God will certainly 

know for whom we are praying.  The first names of the Soldiers from First Presbyterianôs assigned PRT are:  

Adam, Andrew, Brendan, Casey, Jonathon, Gary, Michael, Nichole, Patrick, Terence and Troy  
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Seed To Sow  

     October is an exciting month for Christians.  It is a month 

where we get to celebrate our unity as Christians and our 

uniqueness as Reformed Presbyterians.  We get to 

remember our calling to be active disciples and learn how 

we can faithfully respond to that call. 

     We begin the month with the celebration of the World 

Wide Communion and Peacemaking Sunday on October 2.  

On this day we remember that if we trust God's leadership we will find 

peace both in our hearts and with one another.  Therefore, we are able to 

tear down the walls that have historically separated us from other 

Christians and make a common witness of Jesus' salvation to all the world. 

     We end the month of October by celebrating Reformation Sunday on 

October 30.  On this day we remember the uniqueness of our Reformed 

Presbyterian Tradition.  The Reformed Tradition emphasizes the absolute 

rule of God, the radical grace of Christ, the helplessness of humanity, and 

the priority of Scripture.  Our focus on these themes assure that our lives 

are ready to be shaped by the hand of God. 

     During the weeks in between these celebration days we will be 

reminded that each of us is called by God to an active faith and that we are 

invited to respond to that call with all that we have and all that we are.  

Throughout October, the Session will be sharing with you their 

understanding of Jesus' ministry vision for 2012 and the resources needed 

to achieve that vision.  Discipleship and Stewardship cannot be separated, 

they go hand in hand. 

     October will be a exciting month for First Presbyterian Church.  A month 

that will inspire and challenge us to be the congregation that we yearn so 

much to be:  A congregation that builds on 160 years of history yet is 

always ready to be transformed by the Spirit of God! 

     Come and join us this October and letôs journey into Christ's arms 

together as a Family of Believers. 

Christôs Blessings,  
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- Glorify Ministry Group -  

Meetings are at 7:00 p.m. the first Monday of the month in the Church Library. 

Worship is the primary way we express our joy and thanksgiving to the God who created us, loves us, and forgives 
us.  The Glorify Ministry Group coordinates all Ministry Teams that allow us to have incredible worship 

experiences as well as other means of expressing our gratitude to God. 

Glorify Ministry Group Elders ñ Théo Lynne Hoffman, Tim Maatman 
                                             Worship Highlights  
                                              = Communion Sunday           = Baptism  

9:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

 

News from the Praise Team  

The Praise Team is excited to be a part 

of the Family Sunday program which 

has begun this fall.  The team is looking 

forward to a new sound board which is 

replacing the one which was damaged 

in the storm on June 28.  We have had a number of 

visitors to our service who found us on the web and 

we are grateful for that connection.  We are looking 

for part time drummers and a bass guitarist.  Please 

see Phyllis or Tim if you are interested.  We practice 

on Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 

Worship CD 

Available  
Audio CDs of 

Sunday Morning 

Traditional 

Worship are 

available.  CDs, 

as well as players, are 

available to our homebound 

members.  Please call the 

church office to schedule 

the delivery. 

FAMILY WORSHIP SUNDAYðFirst Sunday of the monthð We begin with worship at 9:30 a.m. focusing on 

our call to be bold in proclaiming God's message of peace.  During Fellowship Time we will make Prayer 

Flags.  At 11:00 a.m. we join our voices in Praise and engage in activities that will help us become better 

peacemakers in our lives. 

October 2, 2011, Peacemaking, World Communion                                            

 Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 ï Do Not Be Afraid 

October 9, 2011  

 Matthew 22:1-14 ï Many Are Called! 

October 16, 2011  

 Matthew 22:15-22 ï Give to God 

October 23, 2011  

 Matthew 22:34-40 ï Do You Love Yourself? 

October 30, 2011, Reformation Sunday 

 Matthew 23:1-12 ï Who Is Your Servant? 
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- Glorify Ministry Group (Continued) - 

Music Musings  

     Throughout my professional life as a church musician, I have worked to 

communicate desired aural sounds with my hands, fingers and feet.  You 

may chuckle at that but when you think about the fact that I am a director of 

choirs who communicates through my hands to the choir members, or to the 

congregation through my fingers and feet at the keyboard, you can 

understand how foreign it is to sit at a computer keyboard to communicate to 

my fellow Christians through a newsletter article!  All this is an intro to what I 

wish to share with you.  

     WORDS!  MUSIC!  David, the Psalmist wrote WORDS of ñhope/despair; joy/pain; worship/abandonment;  

love/hate;  prayer/isolation;  praise/silence;  music/cacophony.ò (Evelyn Laycock: Echoes of Faith)  To these 

WORDS, he used the tool of MUSIC to help people sing these 

songs.  Modern hymn writers have pored over the Psalms as 

devotional tools to fuel their creative energies to write expressions 

of Faith pertinent to today's worshipping communities.  Musicians 

are using MUSIC, again, as a tool to help people sing these songs 

and hymns of Faith journeys. 

     Daily, I am inspired by the Psalms of David and our songs and 

hymns written by the modern day Psalmists.  I encourage each 

person to have, as part of your daily devotional tools, a hymnal, 

and recordings of hymns and songs of faith as well as a Bible.   Then, consider becoming a member of any of 

the music ensembles who would welcome you into their group as they prepare music to Praise God. 

     Give me a call at the church!  I would love to speak with you about this topic.  In the meantime, let your 

heart be consoled and strengthened in the knowledge that God is always with us.  Let us sing our Faith  

TOGETHER in Worship! 

Ann Gold, Music Coordinator 

New Music Office Hours  

Tuesday: 1:00 ð4:00 p.m.  

Wednesday: 9:00 a.m. ð12:00 p.m.  

These hours are for Ann Gold, 

Music Coordinator  

 

Looking Ahead: A Service Of Remembrance  
On November 1 , All Saints Day , a Service of Remembrance will be held at 6:30 p.m. in the 

Sanctuary for loved ones who have died this past year.  We need your help!  Though it is easy 

for us to know the names of members who have died; it is not so easy to know the names of 

extended family and close friends who have also died over the past year.  Please help us by 

sharing the names of loved ones and friends who have died this past year along with contact 

information for those to whom an invitation can be sent.  You may submit names by contacting 

Cathy at the Church Office, 682-4688.  A candle will be provided for all families who would like 

to participate in the service.  Refreshments and fellowship will follow the service.  This event is coordinated by 

our Bereavement Care Ministries of the Deacons. 
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- Educate Ministry Group -  
Meetings are at 5:15 p.m. the third Thursday of the month in the Church Library. 

No matter what age we are, we are always learning; so First Presbyterian Church provides opportunities  
for each person to grow their faith.  The Educate Ministry Group coordinates Ministry Teams  

that address educational activities and nurture the use of spiritual gifts. 
Educate Ministry Group Elders ñ Gloria Creagh, Diane Moon  
Welcome to Life Path Sunday 

School!  We are looking 

forward to growing together 

deeper in faith as a family.  

This month we will be learning 

about Jeremiah and the New Commandment.  We 

will be mindful of verse 33 found in chapter 31: ñBut 

this is the covenant that I will make; I will be your 

God and you shall be my people.ò 

Faith Discussion  

Join this early morning ecumenical group for 

breakfast and discussion the Third Wednesday of 

every month at the Felician Village Bistro at 7:00 

a.m.  Everyone is welcome to attend.   

 Monday Noon Bible Study  
The Monday Noon Bible Study is held in 

the Church Library.  We will continue 

our journey through the New Testament 

picking-up in the book of Acts.  ALL 

ARE WELCOME ï no Bible experience 

required so bring your lunch, your Bible and come 

and discuss how Godôs word can transform us! 

Brittanyôs Coffee Corner 

Thank you to everyone who 

participated and visited on Rally Day! 

It was wonderful to meet all of you 

and I am very excited to begin this 

year of youth ministry and help foster 

a deeper faith and love for God with 

your children!  Thank you for providing 

a welcoming environment and for making me feel 

comfortable and at home.  You are all blessings in 

my life. 

 

Bible verse for reflection: ñBut the fruit of the Spirit 

is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  Against 

such things there is no law.ò  ïGalatians 5:22-23 

The Fr. Bill Zimmer Forum  

- A Book Group for People of Faith - 

The next forum will be held on Tuesday, 

October 11 at 12:15 p.m. at Silver Lake 

College, 2406 Alverno Road, Manitowoc.  

Fr. Bill Swichtenberg, Pastor at St. 

Maryôs, Algoma & Holy Rosary, 

Kewaunee will talk about What Happened 

at Vatican II by author John w. OôMalley.   


