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Seed To Sow  

Give thanks in every situation because this is Godôs                                         
will for you in Christ Jesus.  

1 Thessalonians 5:18 
 

     November is a month when we as a nation stop and give intentional thanks for 

all the wonderful things that we have been blessed with.  We Christians are no 

strangers to giving thanks.  We strive to give thanks each and every day for all that 

we have and all that we are.  Because we are loved, forgiven, redeemed, and 

sanctified by the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we are never at a loss for reasons 

to give thanks! 

     However, the truth is that sometimes we forget to give thanks.  Sometimes we 

take for granted all the blessings we have and we forget to give thanks.  Therefore, 

a national day of thanksgiving can be a good idea to prompt us and remind us to 

say thank you.  In that vein, I personally want to take a moment to say, ñthank youò. 

     Thank You!  To all of you who pray each and every day for First Presbyterian 

Church, for me, and for my family.  Your prayers are felt more than you will ever 

know. 

     Thank You!  To all of you who take the time to share your faith with me.  

Because you have trusted me by sharing your lives I am able to call you brothers 

and sisters in Christ and not simply church members. 

     Thank You!  To all of you who give so much of your time to make First 

Presbyterian Church a great congregation.  You give me reason each and every 

day to share all the greatness of this congregation with the community. 

     Thank You!  To all of you who model the forgiveness and grace of Jesus.  

Because of you I am able to see the living Christ face to face. 

     Thank You!  To all of you who have accepted the call to be leaders, both formal 

and informal, in the life of our congregation.  Your leadership allows me to 

embrace my calling. 

     Thank You!  To all the wonderful staff who help First Presbyterian Church be its 

best.  Your service allows me to be confident that God is at work in our 

congregation. 

     Thank You!  To all of you for being who you are! 

     I challenge each of you to take time all throughout November to say thank you 

to the people in your lives.  Continue to give thanks to God daily for all the 

blessings you have.  Let us be known in Manitowoc as the congregation of 

thanksgiving.                                                                                                     Thank You, 

 

 



 We are a family of believers... November 2011ñThe Messenger, Page 2 

- Glorify Ministry Group -  

Meetings are at 7:00 p.m. the first Monday of the month in the Church Library. 

Worship is the primary way we express our joy and thanksgiving to the God who created us, loves us, and forgives 
us.  The Glorify Ministry Group coordinates all Ministry Teams that allow us to have incredible worship 

experiences as well as other means of expressing our gratitude to God. 

Glorify Ministry Group Elders ñ Théo Lynne Hoffman, Tim Maatman 
                                             Worship Highlights  
                                              = Communion Sunday           = Baptism  

9:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

 November 1, 2011 , All Saints Day  

 Revelation 7:9-17; Psalm 34:1-10, 22; 1 John 3:1-3; Matthew 5:1-12 

November 6, 2011, Consecration Sunday, FAMILY WORSHIP  

 Jeremiah 31:1-9 ï God Is Not Done With Us!   

Come and learn about spiritual gifts after worship and stay for lunch! 

November 13, 2011  

 Matthew 25:14-30 ï What Have We Invested In? 

November 20, 2011, Christ the King Sunday  

Matthew 25:31-46 ï My King Cares! 

November 27, 2011, Advent 1, Pastor Matt Gone  

We Need Your Help For Recording Worship  

The Glorify Team is responsible for worship related ministries of this 

church.  Over the past several years, a number of members of the 

congregation have indicated that our recording ministry is important 

to them and that they feel connected to the congregation when they 

can listen to the recordings of the service.  There have been a 

number of committed individuals who have been happy to serve on the 

Recording Team.  However, a number of those individuals must now leave to 

practice for the Praxis Service, and one of the members has recently moved 

out of the community.  This means that the only service now being recorded is 

the first Sunday of the month for Family Worship Sunday.  We are in need of 

three or four people who would be willing to learn how to record.  If we 

had four volunteers, it would be necessary to record only about once a month.  

The Glorify Team thinks that recordings of the service is still an important part 

of our ministry.  Recording is not difficult and we would hold an orientation and 

assist as needed for persons new to this field.  Please see Tim Maatman or 

Phyllis Schippers to participate in this vital ministry and give of your time and 

talents to the Lord. 

What We Have  

     When we look at what  

we want, and then 

compare that with what we 

have, we shall be unhappy. 

     When we think about 

what we really deserve, 

and then compare that with 

what we actually have, we 

shall thank God. 
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- Glorify Ministry Group (Continued) - 

News from the  

Praise Team  
The Praise Team has 

begun work on some 

new songs and is 

excited about the ways 

we can contribute to the 

Praxis service.  On Sunday, October 

16, one of our teams' daughters, 

Wendy (Lewellen) Walls joined us to 

share her talents.   We are always 

looking for enthusiastic musicians, 

either vocal or instrumental to join 

our ñsmall groupò.  See Phyllis or Tim 

or stop in at any Wednesday evening 

practice. 

Music Musings ï Cloth for the Cradle (from Iona Community, Scotland) 

     About a thousand years ago, there was a ñnew spirit which came into 

music which yielded a feeling for dramatic expression.  Just as in ancient 

Greece the drama had grown out of religious rites, in western civilization, the 

earliest musical drama had grown out of the liturgy.ò  (Grout, Donald J., A 

History of Western Music).  Therefore ï Liturgical Drama!  

     It is time to do the usual Christmas Pageant, you say?  When we think 

about the word drama or pageant, we usually think about how cute the 

children are.  But, let us stop and think about how they did drama a 

thousand years ago, and yes, in church!  The drama came about to help educate the congregation about the 

stories of the Bible.  It was almost certainly done by adults.   Rather than just reading the story, they sang the 

story and added some dramatic action.  Our pageant is about a story in the Bible ï the Christmas Story!  First 

Presbyterian Church is going to tell the Christmas Story using music and dramatic action, but this year it is 

going to be a bit different.  We are going to use all types and ages of people from our congregation.  We will 

sing, travel, weave, act, listen, learn, love and cherish the coming of Christ to our lives in a slightly different 

way.  Be alert for future announcements about the ñpageant.ò   If you are skilled in one way or another, you 

can and probably will participate in this act of Liturgical Drama  ï something which has been happening in 

churches for over a thousand years!  I'll look forward to seeing you as we prepare our Cloth for the Cradle 

for the coming of Christ! 

                                                                                                                                Ann Gold, Music Coordinator  

Routinely Grateful  

     When a national day of thanksgiving 

was established on the fourth Thursday in 

November, it was not because that was a 

particularly thankful day.  It was 

intentionally chosen precisely because of 

its arbitrariness to remind us to say 

ñthanksò on a daily basis for the bounties 

God has heaped upon our lives. 

     For Christians, every Sunday is a 

Thanksgiving feast day.  Every Sunday at 

worship, we give thanks for the greatest event ever to hit planet 

Earth, the greatest ñopeningò in human historyðthe open tomb, 

testifying to Jesusô resurrection.  Every Sunday is thanksgiving 

Sunday.  Every Sunday dinner is Thanksgiving Dinner. 
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- Educate Ministry Group -  
Meetings are at 5:15 p.m. the third Thursday of the month in the Church Library. 

No matter what age we are, we are always learning; so First Presbyterian Church provides opportunities  
for each person to grow their faith.  The Educate Ministry Group coordinates Ministry Teams  

that address educational activities and nurture the use of spiritual gifts. 
Educate Ministry Group Elders ñ Gloria Creagh, Diane Moon  

     Blessings upon you all!  

We are having an exciting 

beginning to our Life Path 

Sunday School!  We have 

learned about God as 

creator of all things, 

including ourselves, as well as Godôs love for us 

through His many covenants.  Chapel time has 

provided a wonderful opportunity for our young 

brothers and sisters in Christ to learn about our Bible 

friends Adam, Eve, and Noah, as well as popular 

stories such as Christôs miracle of feeding the five 

thousand. 

     During the month of November we will focus on 

the story of Jesusô birth through the eyes of the Magi.  

Our Bible verse of the month will be from the Gospel 

of Matthew: ñ é.a star in the eastern sky signaled 

Jesusô birth.  Weôre on a pilgrimage to worship him.ò 

Faith Discussion  

Join this early morning ecumenical group for 

breakfast and discussion the Third Wednesday of 

every month at the Felician Village Bistro at 7:00 

a.m.  Everyone is welcome to attend.   

 Monday Noon Bible Study  
The Monday Noon Bible Study is 

held in the Church Library.  We will 

continue our journey through the 

New Testament picking-up in the 

book of Acts.  ALL ARE WELCOME 

ï no Bible experience required so 

bring your lunch, your Bible and come and discuss 

how Godôs word can transform us! 

Brittanyôs Coffee Corner 

This past month has provided me with 

many wonderful learning experiences 

and lessons concerning childrenôs 

ministry as I have begun teaching 

lessons as well as planning upcoming 

units.  Thank you for bringing your 

children weekly; it is because of them 

that I am here and learning these valuable insights.  

They have great ideas and it is a pleasure to work 

with them! 

 

Bible verse for reflection: 

ñRise up; this matter is in your hands.  We will 

support you, so take courage and do itò.  

ï Ezekiel 10:4 

The Fr. Bill Zimmer Forum  

- A Book Group for People of Faith - 

The next forum will be held on 

Tuesday, November 8 at 12:15 p.m. 

at Silver Lake College, 2406 Alverno 

Road, Manitowoc.  Paul Wadell, 

Professor of Theology, St. Norbert 

College, DePere, WI will talk about 

Glittering Vices: A New Look at the 

Seven Deadly Sins and Their 

Remedies by author Rebecca DeYoung. 

Have you thanked God today?  
 

With Jesus, you can do it!  
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- Serve Ministry Group - 
We are committed to hands-on mission projects and financial benevolence so the kingdom of Heaven can be 
exhibited to the world.  The Serve Ministry Group coordinates  all Ministry Teams that mobilize the churchõs 
resources and coordinate the churchõs benevolence to serve those in need; locally, nationally, and internationally. 

Serve Ministry Group Elders ñ Mary Huckins, Dawn Schroeder, Lyn Leary Stark 

Christmas Joy Offering  

     A cherished Presbyterian tradition since the 

1930ôs, the Christmas Joy Offering is one of the 

four special offerings designated by the General 

Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  

Because Advent and Christmas shine a light not 

only on our worldôs greatest hope but also on our 

worldôs greatest need, the PC (USA) provides this 

timely opportunity for congregations to support 

causes specifically designed to bring Good News of Great Joy to 

the poor in circumstance or spirit.  Alongside the message of 

promise and fulfillment in Lukeôs Gospel, we also hear the clear 

call to Godôs people to respond in faith as Christ calls us: ñFrom 

everyone to whom much has been given, much will be required; 

and from the one to whom much has been entrusted, even more will be demandedò (Luke 12:48). 

     Undesignated gifts to the Christmas Joy Offering will be distributed equally to the Assistance Program of 

the Board of Pensions and to support student scholarships at Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and 

colleges.   

     Joy Offering inserts will be included in our 

weekly bulletins and Joy Offering envelopes will be 

available in the church pews and in the church 

office.  A final collection for this offering will be 

Sunday, December 18 . 

     Please give generously to the Christmas Joy 

Offering. 

Thank you to Jim Clark, Laura 

Fries, Ann Gold, Shay Hampton -

Gregory, Ellen Lewellen, Flossie 

Luecker, Kin Morse, John Rusch, 

Pete Stuntz for delivering meals to 

those in need of a hot meal from October 3ð7.  If 

you would like to help in this mission, please call  

Jim Clark at 682-8520.   

 

Save Your Box Tops, Soup Labels and 

Aluminum Can Tabs!  
     Please remember to save 

your General Mills Box Tops for 

Education and Campbellôs 

Soup labels.  Simply cut them 

out and drop them off in the church office. 

     Also, we can help Manitowoc County Habitat For 

Humanity earn money by bringing in our aluminum can 

tabs.  There is a brown basket that is 

labeled with a Manitowoc County Habitat 

For Humanity logo in the hallway, or you 

can take them directly to the Manitowoc 

County Habitat for Humanity office. 

 


