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Time to
Spring Ahead

Daylight Savings Time is
Sunday, March 13,
remember to set your clocks
ahead one hour.
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A Seed to Sowé

This month we conclude our review on how Congregations can
thrive in the 21% century. This month we need to focus on the |f £
changes that each of us make within ourselves if we want to be a
healthy congregation. Being a healthy congregation requires
more than just restructuring, leadership changes, and trying
harder. It requires that each member, leader, and staff member
begin shifting our outlook on
ways that each can reframe our personal response:

A Recognize that being challenged by Scripture, Leaders, and Culture is
a good thing! It is okay to rethink what we do and why we do it.
Having the Holy Spirit in our lives challenges us to be more Christ like;
and that challenge means we may scratch our heads, get frustrated,
and eventually grieve for what once was but is no more. We are
challenged to put new wine in the renewed wineskins of our lives

(Mark 2:18-22).

A We need to build new relationships to nurture our faith. These new
relationships may be people or ministries. Old relationships must be
cherished and new ones formed to keep our faith growing. Maybe it is
a Bible Study or Ministry Team, being a Deacon, Elder, or teacher;
maybe getting to know different people in the church. New
relationships enliven personal faith and grow the church
(Acts 8:26-40).

A We must admit that we do not have all the answers. It is hard to admit
that our intelligence and experience is not enough to give us all the
right answers. We need to admit that we need help and be willing to
ask for help. The Session did this when we invited Winnebago
Presbyterybés Committee on Mi
admit we need help but we can do it (John 14:1)!

A We must change our attitude. We must see abundance instead of
scarcity. We must believe that God is showing us a way. We must
look for possibilities instead of obstacles. We must see what is right
instead of what could be better. We must trust God and not our
temptations. We must see hope not dead-ends. We must have the
same mind as Christ (Philippians 2:5-11).

A Finally, we must keep our mission in the forefront. Our personal
mission for Jesus takes many shapes and sizes but they are all hinged
on the Great Commission: And Jesus came and
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore

r € 1 4nd make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything that | have commanded you. And remember, | am
with you al ways, t ®Mathdw9:18-80). of t
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- Glorify Ministry Group -
Meetings are at 7:00 p.m. the first Monday of the month in the Church Library.

Worship is the primary way we express our joy and thanksgiving to the God who created us, loves us, and f
us. The Glorify Ministry Group coordinates all Ministry Teams that allow us to have incredible worship
experiences as well as other means of expressing our gratitude to God.

Glorify Ministry Group Eldersfi Théo Lynne Hoffman, Tim Maatman

Worship Highlights March Traditional Worship
Prepare for worship by reading and praying the assigned Helpers
scripture. Scripture is for both services. Greeters

March 66 Lyn Leary Stark, Tina Sieracki
March 130 Pete & Judie Stuntz
March 206 Bob & JoAnn Weinert

¥_ = Communion Sunday

Traditional Worship (PRAK-sns) Me intersecting with fattb

9:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. March 278 Brenda Linzmeier,
L March 6 8 Transfiguration Sunday Rosie Zimmer
Smoke and Mirrors Ushers
Exodus 24:12-18, Matthew 17:1-9 March 68 The Jimmy Skarda Family
6:30 p.m. March 9 8 Ash Wednesday March 136 The Ramminger Family
Love Out of Ashes March 200 The Swanson Family

March 13 3 Lent 1 March 276 The Linsmeier Family

Responding to Temptation
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-17, Matthew 4:1-11

Worship CD Available
Audio CDs of Sunday Morning Traditional
Worship are available. CDs, as well as
players, are available free of charge

March 20 8 Lent2
Responding to Our Calling
Genesis 12:1-4a, John 3:1-17

March 278 Lent 3 &jé%&j to our homebound members.
Responding to Godds |L Wj@ Please call the church office to
Exodus 17:1-7, Romans 5:1-11 Worsthon® - schedule the delivery.

News from the Praise Band
In February we Pray Without Ceasing

UwelcomedWyatt AiFaith is to the soul what e i
" Erdmann on drums and what breath is to the body. How a person can live and not

breathe is past my comprehension, and how a person can
believe and not pray is pagd|ff my

3 J.C. Ryle

Olivia Sauer on vocals. We are
excited about the commitment
and skills they bring to the band
and enjoy working with them.
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- Glorify Ministry Group (Continued) -

Glorify Ministry Forum

The Glorify Ministry Team held its firs
participant shared a meaningful worship experience and discussion followed based on
those experiences. Among the topics discussed were:

Glorify

e Exploring ways to recapture the mystery of God in our worship services. The group
defined the mystery of God, Afas an individual spir
that because these experiences are personal they cannot be forced but elements of worship can be
designed that invite people to experience the mystery of God. Some ideas are:

3 Granting worship leaders the permission to alter order of worship in order to follow how
the Spirit may be working in and through the service

3 Include more time of intentional silence
3 Recapturing ancient spiritual practices and rituals from 2,000 years of worship
3 Explore ways to involve more update to prayers being shared in worship
3 Use of music and the visual arts to stir the heart and mind
e The diversity of Sacred Music was also discussed. Ranging from the time prior to the Reformation
when only texts directly taken from Scripture were preferred to the Post-Reformation era when human

produced texts were accepted as valid song in worship. The use of global music, modern hymns,
praise choruses, etc. . . was also mentioned. A future Worship Forum on Sacred Music is an idea.

The next Worship Forum will be held on March 7 at 7:00 p.m. in the Church Library. All interested people
are invited to participate in these discussion and stay for the more nuts and bolts discussion of Glorify Team
meeting.

Lenten Prayer Card Program To Begin

The Glorify Ministry Team will once again be sponsoring a Lenten Prayer Card program,
) ZQ which will be voluntary. If you would like someone to pray for you, then you agree to pray for
/ someone else during Lent and send a card (available from the church office or you may send
your own) to them during Holy Week. A sign-up sheet will be available Sunday, February
20 and 27 during worship and fellowship time, or you may call the church office to add your name to the list
prior to March 1. We will also be praying for the 432nd Civil Affairs Unit and the Kaktovik Church in Alaska.

The envelopes containing the name(s) of who you will be praying for will be available for pick up
in Fellowship Hall on Sunday, March 6 on the table where you can sign up to host Fellowship. Any
remaining envelopes will be mailed on Monday, March 7.

We believe that praying for each another is a way for us to become closer to God and one another as a
congregation in the body of Christ.

If you have any questions, you may contact either Théo Hoffman at 553-1776 or Cheryl Hanson at
684-6559.
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- Glorify Ministry Group (Continued) -

Lenten Evening Prayers

Lent is the forty-day liturgical season of fasting and prayer before Easter. The forty days represent the
time Jesus spent in the desert; where according to the Bible he endured temptation by Satan. Lent begins on
Ash Wednesday and concludes on Holy Saturday. The six Sundays in Lent are not counted among the forty
days because each Sunday represents a "mini-Easter", a celebration of Jesus' victory over sin and death.

As is our tradition, First Presbyterian Church will be holding Evening Prayer Services during the Lenten
Season on Wednesdays beginning March 16 through April 13. Services will be held in the Chapel beginning
at 6:30 p.m. and concluding at 7:00 p.m. Come early and have a bowl of soup each week at our Community

Dinner (serving 5:30 - 6:30 p.m).

March 16 6 Joel 2:12-18, Preparing Your Heart
March 23 & Matthew 4:1-11, Entering the Desert
March 30 6 John 4:5-42, For What Do We Thirst
April 6 & John 9:1-41, What Blinds Us?

April 13 8 John 11:1-45, What Binds Us?

Ash Wednesday

In the Christian calendar,
Ash Wednesday is the first
4 day of Lenten Season and
1 occurs forty days before

e Easter (excluding Sundays).

It falls on a different date each year,
because it is dependent on the date of
Easter; it can occur as early as
February 4 or as late as March 10.
The day gets its name from the
practice of placing ashes on the
foreheads of the faithful as a sign of
repentance.

ASH

This year Ash Wednesday falls on
March 9. We will once again be co-
hosting along with St. Francis of Assisi
Roman Catholic Church and St. James
Episcopal Church an ecumenical
service at 6:30 p.m. in our Sanctuary.
Community Dinners will be serving hot
bowls of soup from 5:30 7 6:30 p.m.

Clowning Around

Having fun clowning
around during the
Praxis Contemporary
Service on Sunday,
February 20 are
members of the
congregation.

March201% The Messenger, Page 4
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- Educate Ministry Group -

Meetings are at 5:15 p.m. the third Thursday of the month in the Church Library.

No matter what age we are, we are always learning; so First Presbyterian Church provides opportunitie
for each person to grow their faith. The Educate Ministry Group coordinates Ministry Teams
that address educational activities and nurture the use of spiritual gifts.
Educate Ministry Group Eldersii Gloria Creagh, Winnie Drape, Diane Moon

The Bill Zimmer Forum
- A Book Group for People of Faith -
The next forum will be held on Tuesday,
March 8 at 8:00 a.m. at the Faith Formation

Monday Bible Study

BIBLE \greg; We will continue our study
STUD\/m through the New Testament

each Monday at noon. We

meet in the Church Library and the class is
conversation based. Bring a friend,
everyone is welcomed.

Faith Discussion

Join this early morning ecumenical group
for breakfast and discussion the Third
Wednesday of every month at the Felician
Village Bistro at 7:00 a.m. Everyone is
welcome to attend.

Centerd 10th and Marshall Streets, Manitowoc.
Rev. Him Henning, Pastor at grace Congregational
United Church of Christ, will talk about The Return
of the Prodigal Son by author Henry Nouwen.

LifePath Sunday School 0
It keeps getting better!
Grades K - 6"
Sundays & 10:00 a.m. in March
Grades K-3 will be learning about the season of Lent.
Grades 4-6 will explore how to integrate faith into their life.

Ark of the Covenant
The ark was at the center of worship for
the Israelites. It contained the stone
tablets of the Ten Commandments, a pot

Be-TWEEN Younger Youth Group
Grades 35 6"
Wednesdays 6:00 & 7:00 p.m.
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The Symbolism of Ashes

On the first day of Lent, pastors in many churches

r o d dip afipger inaghgs (qfign gnade by burning palm
branches from the previous Yy
déos thRK&n&, CHOss on parishioners
Godbés people have used ashes a:
humiliation and penitence. In the Old testament, ashes were
used as a purification offering. The New Testament speaks of

of manna and Aaron
Testament, the ark was a visible
representation of
presence, on earth, where he communed
with Moses and the

high priests. It also

represents our repenting in Asackcloth and ashe
earthly bodies, On Ash Wednesday, Christians are pained because our
where the Holy sinsd private and publicd | ed t o Jesusd deat h.

Spirit dwells.

hearts, we begin the season of Lent, knowing it leads to
resurrection on Easter Sunday.




