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A Seed to Sowé 

     God has blessed First Presbyterian Church (FPC) with many great 

gifts that we seem to often forget.  As we look out over these Summer 

months I thought it would be uplifting for us to remember some of 

these gifts: 

À History  -- God has given our congregation 160 years of local 

history so that we better understand our common future.  The 

excitement that chartered a congregation in 1851 can be our 

passion as we chart our future.  The wisdom that designed our building in 1870 

can be the architect of our future ministries.  Rev. Phippsô ministry here (1929-

1954) encompassed great modernization as this congregation went from the 

Depression through post WWII America.  During Rev. Zanottiôs tenure at FPC 

(1955-1976), he constantly urged the congregation to embrace change and 

commit more deeply to Christôs service.  The congregational conflicts of the 

late 1970's show us how resilient we can be.  Rev. Plankôs service (1981-

2003) called the congregation to live out our theology through mission.  FPCôs 

history is a gift because it shows us the way to move through the future. 

À Mission -- God has blessed this congregation with a passionate vision that 

God's kingdom must be built by us in the world outside of the walls of our 

congregation. 

À Worship  -- God has gifted us with the vision and talent to raise our praises to 

the risen conquering Christ, embracing the fullness of 2000 years of Christian 

worship. 

À Generosity  -- God's blessings have poured out on us time and time again as 

individuals have come forward to graciously share their talents and money to 

fulfill Jesusô vision for this congregation. 

À Community  -- God's love has taught us that we cannot be a "lone ranger" 

Christian or Congregation; but instead we work together with all of God's 

creation to fulfill our mission.  We are building partnerships with Silver Lake 

College, Manitowoc Public Schools, Manitowoc County Habitat for Humanity, 

the YMCA, other congregations, Hope House, Domestic Violence Center, and 

so many more. 

À Light on the Lakeshore  -- This ecumenically planned conference is our gift to 

Manitowoc and beyond.  Together we will learn about being a multi-

generational Church and how to reframe our hope as congregations and as 

our community.  I hope you are working to make this event a priority in your 

life. http://lightonthelakeshore.blogspot.com                           

 

Enjoy  

your  

Summer 

http://lightonthelakeshore.blogspot.com/
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- Glorify Ministry Group -  

Meetings are at 7:00 p.m. the first Monday of the month in the Church Library. 

Worship is the primary way we express our joy and thanksgiving to the God who created us, loves us, and forgives 
us.  The Glorify Ministry Group coordinates all Ministry Teams that allow us to have incredible worship 

experiences as well as other means of expressing our gratitude to God. 

Glorify Ministry Group Elders ñ Théo Lynne Hoffman, Tim Maatman 

Worship CD Available  
Audio CDs of Sunday Morning Traditional Worship are available.  CDs, as well as players, are 

available to our homebound members.  Please call the church office to schedule the delivery. 

June 5, 2011 Easter 7 ï  

John 17:1-11 ï Worship  
 

June 12, 2011 Pentecost ï  

9:30 Breakfast and Intergeneration Party,  

11:00 Worship  Carol Howard Merritt preaches as 
part of the  Light on the Lakeshore 

 

June 19, 2011 Trinity (Fatherôs Day)ï  

Psalm 8 ï Our Sovereign God  
 

June 26, 2011 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time ï  

Psalm 13 ï When We Feel Alone  

July 2011  
One of our congregational goals is to celebrate that we are one congregation with two unique worship 
opportunities.  For the month of July the Session would like us to worship together in one worship service at 
9:30 a.m. so we can celebrate our unity.  There is no hidden agenda in this decision ð it is just a time for us 
to worship together for a month!   The Glorify Ministry Team, our Music Staff, and Pastor Matt will be making 
each Sunday a unique experience.  We can use your help though ð when you are asked to provide a 
special form of worship leadership please say ñyesò! 

July 3, 2011 ï  

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 ï Celebrating Freedom   
 

July 10, 2011 Church Picnic ï  

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 ï The Seed We Sow  

July 17, 2011 ï  

Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24 ï The Lord Knows You  
 

July 24 and July 31 ð  

Special Speakers Will Lead Worship  

August 7, 2011 ï  

Matthew 14:22-33 ï Get Out of the Boat  
 

August 14, 2011 ï  

Matthew 15:21-28 ï Us, Them, or Everyone  

August 21, 2011 ï  

Matthew 16:21-28 ï Whatôs Your Cross? 
 

August 28, 2011 ï  

Matthew 18:15-20 ï Where are the other two?  

                                             Worship Highlights  
                                              = Communion Sunday           = Baptism  

9:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

June 2011  

August 2011  



 We are a family of believers... June-July-August 2011ñThe Messenger, Page 3 

- Glorify Ministry Group (Continued) - 

News from the Praise Team  

The Praise Band is continuing to learn new 

music and is practicing throughout the 

coming months.  If you would like to 

participate, please see Tim or Phyllis before 

or after Sunday Praxis services, or come Wednesday 

evenings at 7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  If you have 

musical talent and would like to do a special number for 

us during the summer,  we're open to that also.  Please 

call Phyllis at 682-2750. 

 

Friday, June 10  

5:30 p.m. Meet and Greet with Carol Howard 

Merritt for First Presbyterian Church members 
at First Presbyterian Church 

7:00 p.m. Evening of Scripture and Hymns at 

First Presbyterian Church 

Saturday, June 11  

8:30 a.m.ð 4:30 p.m.ðConference at  St. 

Francis of Assisi Faith Formation Center, 
Marshall and 10th Streetsð$10.00 
registration includes: Continental Breakfast 
and Box Lunch 

7:00 p.m. Big Daddy Weave Praise/Worship 

ConcertðRoncalli High School Fine Arts 
Center & Zimmer Auditorium,                         
2000 Mirro DriveðTickets $10.00 

Sunday, June 12  

9:30 a.m. Pentecost Party Breakfast at First 

Presbyterian Church 

11:00 a.m. Carol Howard Merritt preaching at 

First Presbyterian Church 

 
Light On The Lakeshore 2011 is made possible 
through a generous gift of the Nash Family 
Foundation.  The Nash Family Foundation honors 
the lives of Ruth and John Nash, who were 
longtime members of First Presbyterian Church in 
Manitowoc, and active supporters of the 
Manitowoc Community.  The purpose of this gift is 
to deepen personal faith by engaging issues of 
the 21st century.  
 

For more information please visit us online at:  

http://lightonthelakeshore.blogspot.com  

Light On The Lakeshore 2011  

June 10 -12 

Being the Multi -Generational Church  

Whatever the Weather  

No matter the forecast, weather can remind us of Godôs 

presence: 

When itôs sunny, remember that Jesus is the light of 

the world (John 8:12). 

When itôs cloudy, remember that God often spoke to 

and guided his people from a cloud                     

(Exodus 13:21-22). 

During a thunderstorm, remember the thunder and 

lightening when God beckoned Moses to Mount 

Sinai (Exodus 19:16). 

When it rains or snows, remember that Godôs Word 

serves his purpose just as precipitation does      

(Isaiah 55:10-11). 

When itôs windy, remember that ña wind from Godò 

came at Creation (Genesis 1:2), and Godôs Holy 

Spirit arrived at Pentecost like a mighty wind         

(Acts 2:2). 

The View  

ñChristian faith is a grand cathedral, with divinely 

pictured windows.  Standing without, you see no glory, 

nor can imagine any.  But standing within, every ray of 

light reveals a harmony of unspeakable splendors.ò 

ðNathaniel Hawthorne 



 We are a family of believers... June-July-August 2011ñThe Messenger, Page 4 

- Educate Ministry Group -  
Meetings are at 5:15 p.m. the third Thursday of the month in the Church Library. 

No matter what age we are, we are always learning; so First Presbyterian Church provides opportunities  
for each person to grow their faith.  The Educate Ministry Group coordinates Ministry Teams  

that address educational activities and nurture the use of spiritual gifts. 
Educate Ministry Group Elders ñ Gloria Creagh, Winnie Drape, Diane Moon  

Vacation Bible Study Offered  

     An Ecumenical Vacation Bible School 

Inside-Out, Upside-Down on Main Street 

will be held at First Reformed United 

Church of Christ, 3613 Waldo Blvd., 

Manitowoc from July 11ï 13 and 18-20 

from 6:00 ð8:00 p.m.   The cost is $5 per child or $10 

per family.  Scholarships are available upon request.   

     Each day children will participate in the excitement 

of Sidewalk Celebration, experience Jesusô parables at 

Parable Production, create service or craft projects at 

Fun Factory, enjoy snacks and learn more about the 

Word on the Street at the Brown Bag Bistro, and play 

games at Firehouse fitness!  And, through it all, theyôll 

learn that Jesusô life and love make a difference every 

day! 

     Your kids wonôt want to miss this exciting program!  

Get them ready today!  Forms for this event are located 

in the church office or Fellowship Hall.  Registration is 

due by Monday, June 6 . 

Faith Discussion  

Join this early morning ecumenical group for breakfast 

and discussion the Third Wednesday of every month 

at the Felician Village Bistro at 7:00 a.m.  Everyone is 

welcome to attend.   

Worship and Sacraments Mini Workshop  

Saturday, August 6, 9:30 a.m.ð12:00 p.m.             Neenah, First Presbyterian Church 

Given our congregational discussion over the past two years about worship this would be great event for all of 

our members.  Topics will include participation in worship for all, children in worship, preparation for baptism, 

and unity of word and table.  If you sign-up through Pastor Matt, the church will cover your registration and we 

will be able to carpool. 

 Summer Brown Bag Discussions  

Who Stole My Church?  

Monday, June 13   12:00 -1:30 p.m.  

First Presbyterian Church Library 

Who Stole May Church? Is a fictional story that 
tells the all-too-real tale of many church 
communities today.  In this book you can walk 
alongside an imaginary community, led by real-life 
pastor Gordon MacDonald and his wife, Gail, and 
discover how to meet the needs of all believers 
without abandoning the dreams and desires.  If 
you could not make the longer study on Sundays 
come here and find out what all the buzz is about! 

 

Our Changing Constitution  

Monday, July 11   12:00 -1:30 p.m.  

First Presbyterian Church Library 

Come and learn what some of the changes to the 
constitution of the Presbyterian Church (USA) are 
and what they mean for us in Manitowoc 

 

Help!  I Want To Pray Better  

Monday, August 15   12:00 -1:30 

First Presbyterian Church Library 

Share your thoughts on prayer and learn some 
ancient and modern ways to enhance your prayer 
life. 
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- Serve Ministry Group - 
We are committed to hands-on mission projects and financial benevolence so the kingdom of Heaven can be 
exhibited to the world.  The Serve Ministry Group coordinates  all Ministry Teams that mobilize the churchõs 
resources and coordinate the churchõs benevolence to serve those in need; locally, nationally, and internationally. 

Serve Ministry Group Elders ñ Mary Huckins, Dawn Schroeder, Lyn Leary Stark 

Book Drive Going Strong  

     This year the Serve Ministry 

Team has expanded the Book 

Drive to include three other 

schools.  We have already 

collected 1,883 books as of 

May 24 and we are looking for 

more new or gently used books suitable for 

youth in grades 1 through 6.  You may drop 

books at the church office any time during the 

year.  Monetary donations are also welcome.  

Our goal is to present books to each school 

at the beginning of September.  The goal is to 

improve literacy at each school by donating 

books for students to take home to grow their 

personal library.  Thank you to all who have 

donated already! 

The Serve Ministry Group  

Soles for Souls Give-a-wayðAugust 13  

     Soles for Souls will be giving away 

coupons for a new pair of shoes for needy 

youth in Manitowoc County that are in pre-

school through 9th grade on Saturday, 

August 13 .  We are looking for volunteers to 

help at the Soles table on that day at Jefferson 

School.  The primary duty of each volunteer will be to give 

out the coupons.  This will be the 12th year that Soles for 

Souls has helped by seeing that disadvantaged youth in our 

county will have a new pair of shoes for school.   

     We need people to work from either 8:00ð10:00 a.m. or 

10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at Jefferson School on the corner 

of South 14th St. and Division St.  If you would be able to 

help us make children happy, please call Winnie Drape at 

684-4060.  Your help is needed and really appreciated!  

Please call if you have any questions.  Thanks for all your 

support! 

Peace, 

The Soles Advisory Board  

Rummage Sale Update!     

     Thank you to everyone for bringing in your items.  If you need assistance in getting it to church, 

please contact the numbers listed below.  Let your neighbors know that First Presbyterian Church 

is having a sale and items are needed.  All monies collected will be going to the "Hope House" 

which provides shelter to homeless citizens in Manitowoc County.  

     Plants are also needed for the plant sale.  Please divide your plants and put them in plastic 

containers.  Plants will collected over Memorial Day weekend and the first week in June.  Are you 

a baker?  Start baking away and freeze your items as many people love the bake sale!  

     Can you save a few hours to help during the first week of June?  Whether you can move items, price 

items, hang clothes on hangers or just empty boxes, YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!  It does not matter what your 

physical ability is, everyoneôs help is needed in order to make this a success.  

     Thank you in advance for all your help.  For more information, contact Nancy Baumann (758 -3352) or 

Dawn Schroeder (683 -9967). 
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- Serve Ministry Group (Continued) - 

Pentecost Offering Collected ðJune 12  
     At Pentecost, we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit as 

a bringer of new life.  Because of the Spiritôs coming, we can 

know the transforming and creative love of God that makes the 

impossible possible. 

     Forty percent of the Offering will be given to The YMCA Healthy 

Kids Campaign that provided scholarship for the children and youth 

who could not otherwise participate in the activities.  The remainder 

of the Offering receipts will be sent to the General Assembly Mission 

Council to support national programs that minister to youth and 

young adults and advocate for children-at-risk. 

     This yearôs theme, ñSo I Send Youò (John 20:21), reminds us that 

as Jesus was sent by God to heal a hurting world, we, too, are called 

to that same task.  We are called to act on the basis of faith. Through 

gifts to the Pentecost Offering, we act to make tangible, positive 

changes in our community, our church, and our world.  Our goal is to 

raise $2,500 total for this offering! 

     Thank you for your support of the Pentecost Offering on Sunday, 

June 12.  Look for envelopes in this newsletter, mail contributions or 

place in the offering plate on Sunday. 

The Serve Ministry Group  

Help Needed For Sunday Supper!  
ñFood & Fellowship For All Soulsò 

     On Sunday, July 31, our Church will be responsible for the Sunday Supper which will be held at Wesley 

United Methodist Church at 5:00 p.m.  We need volunteers to set up, cook, serve, and/or clean up.  If you are 

able to help us out with any of these tasks, we would really appreciate it.  We have been asked to prepare 

food for 100 people.  If you would be able to donate any of the following items, it would be most appreciated: 

 Sloppy Joes (we need at least five people to make a large batch) 

 Baked Beans, Cold Salads (potato salad, pasta salad, etc.), Chips, Pickles,  

 Dessert (ice cream, chocolate syrup, brownies) 

     We will have a sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall, or you can call any of the numbers listed below. 

     This is a very worthwhile outreach ministry that helps to feed those less fortunate in our community on the 

last Sunday of every month.  Participating churches sign up for different months, and we volunteered to take 

our turn on July 31.  For many years First Presbyterian Church has been involved with this mission once a 

year. 

     If you are willing to help in any way, please call the Church office at 682-4688, Mary Huckins at 683-9667, 

Dawn Schroeder at 683-9967, or Lyn Leary Stark at 682-0083. 

One Great Hour of Sharing  

Through One Great Hour of 

Sharing we offer 

compassion to people in 

need.  Our donations bring 

relief, help, and hope in Jesusô name 

around the U.S. and the world.  

ñThank Youò to everyone who gave 

so generously to this campaign.  The 

total collected for the offering was 

$1,581.  One of the joys of being 

alive today is being called to tend to 

Godôs treasured people, near and far.  

Our offering will carry the love of 

Jesus as it brings help and hope to 

people in need wherever they are.  

Our gifts will help others experience 

the reality of the Realm of God and 

the caring, compassionate 

community that is OUR CHURCH! 


