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A Seed to Sowé 
     For the last several issues of The Messenger I have been 
sharing with you pieces of information that we as the Winnebago 
Presbytery were studying in 2010.  This information has been 
about our changing culture and ways that congregations can 
adapt to these changes.  Though there is more to share in this 
area, I wish to break from this theme and look at what we can do 
in this new year to help our congregation grow into Jesus' vision 
for us. 

     First, your Pastor  ï In 2011, I hope to lead this congregation in renewing 
our commitment to the Gospel ministries of evangelism, worship, compassion, 
and nurture.  From my view as pastor, I can see what some may not be able to 
see; namely that despite the differing opinions in this congregation we are one 
congregation committed to serving Jesus.  As I reflect, refocus, and refine how 
I live out the Gospel through my ministry I ask for your patience, your 
forgiveness, your prayers, your encouragement, your companionship, and your 

active discipleship. 

     Second, your Session  ï At the Session retreat on January 15, your 
Session began a process of refining how we understand ourselves to be living 
out the Gospel as one family of believers.  We renewed our vision, talked 
about obstacles, and began mapping out a direction for this congregation over 
the next 18 months.  The Session will need your patience, your forgiveness, 
your prayers, your encouragement, your companionship, and your active 
discipleship in make this a common faith journey for us all. 

     Third, yourselves  ï Throughout January, those who came to worship were 

invited to make a New Yearôs resolution about how they would serve this 
congregation and then make a commitment to work to make their resolution a 
reality.  Many of you responded and it looks like we will have a great 2011.  So, 
what are you willing to do for Jesus through this congregation in 2011? 

     As we live into the New Year may we all keep a hopeful heart!  May we 
continue to be active disciples.  And remember: 

¶ We may feel divided but we are not defeated! 

¶ We may feel broken but we are not crushed! 

¶ We may feel struck down but we are not destroyed! 

¶ We may feel knocked down but we are not out forever! 

¶ We may fail but we are not failures! 

¶ We may not see grace working but God's grace is sufficient! 

¶ We may not feel hope but Christ is with us! 

¶ We may not know the future but the Spirit is guiding us! 
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- Glorify Ministry Group - 
Worship is the primary way we express our joy and thanksgiving to the God who created us, loves us, and forgives 

us.  The Glorify Ministry Group coordinates all Ministry Teams that allow us to have incredible worship 
experiences as well as other means of expressing our gratitude to God. 

Glorify Ministry Group Elders ñ Théo Lynne Hoffman, Tim Maatman 

 

 

 

      9:30 a.m.           11:00 a.m.  

February Traditional Worship 

Helpers  

Greeters      

Feb. 6ð Ernie & Barbara Ruffell  

Feb. 13ð Bud & Faith Morgan  

Feb. 20ð Judy Sobush,  

  Janet Spackman   

Feb. 27ð Bill & Elaine Springer   

  

Ushers  

Feb. 6ðJim & Sandie Schneck  

Feb. 13ðKristin Schroeder &  

 Shae-Lee Gray  

Feb. 20ðThe Todd & Dawn  

 Schroeder Family  

Feb. 27ðThe Sue Sieracki Family  

Worship Highlights  
Prepare for worship by reading and praying the assigned 

scripture.  Scripture is for both services. 

= Communion Sunday  

Worship CD Available  

Audio CDs of Sunday Morning 

Traditional Worship are available.  

CDs, as well as players, are 

available free of charge to our 

homebound members.  Please call the 

church office to schedule the delivery. 

      February 6 ð 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Godôs is stronger than wisdom 

1 Corinthians 2:1-12 

¶ Souper Bowl of Caring Offering, Please bring 

food and/or money to donate to Peterôs Pantry 

 

February 13 ð 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time   

What does the Spirit want? 

1 Corinthians 3:1-9 

¶ One Combined Service at 9:30 a.m. 

¶ Congregational meeting at 11:00 a.m. 

 

February 20 ð 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

A Fool for Christ 

1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23 

¶ 11:00 a.m. PRAXISðcome ready to ñclownò 

around for Jesus 

 

February 27 ð8th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

A Trustworthy Ministry 

1 Corinthians 4:1-5 

¶ 11:00 a.m. PRAXISðexperience the ancient 

practice of Lectio Divina (Divine Reading) 

 

  

ñI love to think of nature as an 

unlimited broadcasting station,  

through which God speaks to us     

every hour if we will only tune in.ò  

ðGeorge Washington Carver 
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- Glorify Ministry Group (Continued) - 

News from the Fold     

In December, we welcomed Levi Knippel on electric guitar.  We are excited about the 

commitment and skills he brings to the band and enjoy working with him.  When we 

last went to press, we promised that we would give you the origin of the name for our 

band. For one thing, it's scriptural; the Lord is our Shepherd. Numerous times in the 

Bible, Jesus is mentioned as the Shepherd and we are His sheep, the sheep of His 

pasture, the sheep of His hand.  There are other comparisons in the Bible, of course, 

but since Jesus is mentioned as the Good Shepherd so many times, it seemed only fitting that we 

use that analogy.  Secondly, the fold is the place where Jesus keeps his sheep to protect them from 

harm.  They can all gather there to find protection and solace from the stresses of the world.  Third, 

in the case of most of us in the band, we have no relatives nearby and therefore in many ways we 

have become family for each other.  We fellowship together, not just over meals, but we share joys 

and concerns, as in the old Gospel song, ñBlest be the Tie that Bindsò ð ñWe share our mutual 

woes, our mutual burdens bear, and often for each other flows the sympathizing tearò.  This sense of 

family and belonging to God's flock inspired us to come name ourselves the Fold.  So, now you 

know ñthe rest of the storyò, as Paul Harvey was fond of saying.  Next month, look for an article 

about why we sing inspirational music written during the last couple decades. 

Bible Quiz  

     First Corinthians 13 

is a popular Scripture 

reading at wedding 

ceremonies.  The so-

called :love chapterò 

provides an extended 

definition of what Paul calls ñthe 

greatestò gift (verse 13). 

     Which of the following 

characteristics of love isnôt found in 1 

Corinthians 13? 

A. Love is patient. 

B. Love rejoices in the truth. 

C. Love believes all things. 

D. Love is childlike. Answer: D 

The Witness  

     Years ago, after folk-music trio Peter, Paul and Mary 

performed in Texas, a teenager approached Noel Paul 

Stookey backstage.  

     ñI want to talk to you about the Lord,ò the boy said. ñWe 

ought to have a word of prayer.ò  

     After praying, the boy put the musician on the spot by 

telling God, ñNoel wants to talk with you.ò  

     All Stookey could bring himself to pray was, ñIôm sorry.ò 

Through those words, he admitted heôd failed to honor God 

with his life. He was repenting and soon became a Chris-

tian.  

     Stookey said that experience made him a new person. 

ñYou cannot change a man from the inside out and not 

have it affect everything in his life,ò he said.  

     All because of one teenagerôs witness. 
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- Educate Ministry Group -  
No matter what age we are, we are always learning; so First Presbyterian Church provides opportunities  

for each person to grow their faith.  The Educate Ministry Group coordinates Ministry Teams  
that address educational activities and nurture the use of spiritual gifts. 

Educate Ministry Group Elders ñ Gloria Creagh, Winnie Drape, Diane Moon  

LifePath Sunday School ð 
It keeps getting better!  

Grades K - 6th  

Sundays ð10:00 a.m.  

     In January, the Educate Ministry Group, together with 

our CE Intern, Natalie Stumpner, expanded our LifePath 

Ministry to better serve our children and youth.  We now 

have LifePath Sunday School for K-4 grade and a class 

for 5-6th grade!  This move allows our children and 

Tweens to have smaller, more intimate classes that 

address them at their cognitive and interest levels. 

     In February, our children will be learning about the 

Beatitudes, while our Tweens are learning about how the 

Bible can help them with everyday situations. 

Faith Discussion  

Join this early morning ecumenical 

group for breakfast and discussion the 

Third Wednesday of every month at 

the Felician Village Bistro at 7:00 a.m.  

Everyone is welcome to attend.   

The Bill Zimmer Forum  

- A Book Group for People of Faith - 

     The next forum will be held on Tuesday, 

February 8 at 8:00 a.m. at the Faith 

Formation Centerð10th and Marshall Streets, 

Manitowoc.  Anne H. Schuette, Local 

Pediatrician, will talk about Eat This Book by 

author Eugene H. Peterson.   

Monday Bible Study  

We will continue our study 

through the New Testament 

each Monday at noon.  We 

meet in the Church Library and the 

class is conversation based.  Bring a 

friend, everyone is welcomed.   

Be-TWEEN Younger Youth Group  

Grades 3 rdð 6th  

Wednesdays 6:00 ð7:00 p.m.  

Hand of God  

This symbolizes God 

the Father, as well as 

his ownership and care 

of all creation.  During 

the Christian churchôs 

first 800 years, the 

hand was about the only symbol used 

for God.  Many Bible verses speak of 

Godôs loving, protective hand (Psalm 

138:7; Ecclesiastes 2:24; 1 Peter 

5:6).  In heaven, Jesus sits at Godôs 

right hand (Mark 16:19). 

  

À Christian Symbols À  

ñToss your dashed hopes not into a trash bin but              

into a drawer where you are likely to                              

rummage some bright morning.ò   

ðRobert Brault 
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- Serve Ministry Group - 
We are committed to hands-on mission projects and financial benevolence so the kingdom of Heaven can be 
exhibited to the world.  The Serve Ministry Group coordinates  all Ministry Teams that mobilize the churchõs 
resources and coordinate the churchõs benevolence to serve those in need; locally, nationally, and internationally. 

Serve Ministry Group Elders ñ Mary Huckins, Dawn Schroeder, Lyn Leary Stark 

Tackle Hunger!  

Join Souper Bowl of 

Caring 2011  

     Thousands of 

churches across the 

country will Tackle 

Hunger on Super Bowl Sunday, 

February 6 , through the Souper 

Bowl of Caring Offering. 

     On Super Bowl Sunday 

(February 6) we invite you to 

bring non-perishable food items 

to church and drop $1 (or more) 

in the soup pot as you leave 

worship.  All the proceeds will go 

to Peterôs Pantry. 

     In 2010, this offering 

generated $10 million from over 

10,000 congregations for local 

hunger charities throughout 

America.   

The Christmas Joy Offering Results      

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the 

Christmas Joy Offering in 2010.  We collected $332 for 

the offering.  Fifty percent of the receipts to the 

Christmas Joy Offering are distributed to the Presbyterian 

Church USA Board of Pensions for assistance programs that 

provide support to retired and active church workers, their 

spouses and families. The other fifty percent supports 

Presbyterian related racial ethnic education through the 

National Ministries Division of the General Assembly Council. 

LIGHT ON THE LAKESHORE:  

Being a Multigenerational Church  

On June 10 -12, 2011 First Presbyterian 
Church will be hosting a community forum 

on being a multigenerational church. 
 

¶ Keynote Speaker is the Rev. Carol 

Howard.   Carol is a pastor at Western 

Presbyterian church, an intergenerational congregation and 

the home of Miriamôs Kitchen, a feeding and social service 

program that welcomes 200 homeless guests for breakfast 

and dinner each weekday.  Carol has written numerous 

articles: she is the award-winning author of Tribal Church 

(Alban Institute, 2007) and Reframing Hope (Alban Institute, 

2010).  She leads conferences nationally and internationally 

on cultural shifts and religion. 

¶ Friday Evening Organ Recital.  Plans are being made for 

an organ recital on Friday evening June 10 . 

¶ Saturday Evening, June 11, Concert featuring BIG DADDY 

WEAVE.   

This conference is made possible by the generosity of the Nash Family Foundation. 

ñI have been driven many 

times to my knees by the 

overwhelming conviction 

that I had nowhere else to go.  

My own wisdom, and that of 

all about me, seemed 

insufficient for the day.ò 

ðAbraham Lincoln 


