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Seed To Sow  

     Traditions are good things.  They bring a sense of 

continuity and security to one's life, and in a world that is 

rushing by like an uncontrollable torrent, traditions can 

provide an anchor and a safe harbor. 

     When it comes to traditions, itôs hard to beat the Christmas 

season.  Food, nativity scenes, presents, music, trees, family, 

friends, and letôs not forget the lights. 

     A sure sign that Christmas is coming can be seen as strings of 

Christmas lights are strung from homes and businesses.  In our family, I 

donôt know what would be worse, not having a Christmas tree or not 

adorning the eaves of our home with Christmas lights.  There have been 

those years when it has been extra cold and rainy and I suggested that we 

forgo the annual tradition of ascending the ladder and hanging from the 

gutters while attempting to string a straight line of lights.  But, needless to 

say, the look I received was nothing short of incredulous disbelief.  A 

Christmas without Christmas lights is wellédark! 

     Light is a powerful metaphor amongst the Christmas traditions.  It 

reminds us of the star that shown brightly in the East sky directing the Magi 

to the baby Jesus.  It reminds us of the Christ-child Himself, who came as 

the Light of the World.  The light desperately needed by a people who are 

lost in the darkness. 

     So, as you ponder the wonderful traditions of the Advent/Christmas 

season, do not forget to light the lights, on your eaves, or your tree, or in 

your windowsill, and most importantly, in your heart.  In the same way, "let 

your light shine before the world, that they may see your good deeds and 

praise your Father in heaven."  Matthew 5:16 

     Meredith, Olivia, Joshua, and I wish each and every one of you a very 

Merry Christmas and Joyous New Year.  We hope you can join us at our 

home on Sunday, December 11, 2011, 3:00 ð 5:00 p.m. for our annual 

Christmas Open House at 1819 S. 25th Street, Manitowoc.                               

Have a Blessed Christmas, 

    

 

    

 

Merry 

Christmas and 

Happy New 

Year from the 

Staff at First 

Presbyterian 

Church! 
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- Glorify Ministry Group -  

Meetings are at 7:00 p.m. the first Monday of the month in the Church Library. 

Worship is the primary way we express our joy and thanksgiving to the God who created us, loves us, and forgives 
us.  The Glorify Ministry Group coordinates all Ministry Teams that allow us to have incredible worship 

experiences as well as other means of expressing our gratitude to God. 

Glorify Ministry Group Elders ñ Théo Lynne Hoffman, Tim Maatman 
                                             Worship Highlights  
                                              = Communion Sunday           = Baptism  

9:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

 December 4, 2011, 2nd Sunday in Advent, Family Worship  

 Mark 1:1-8, Isaiah 40:1-11ðWilderness 

9:30 a.m.ðFamily Worship 

10:15 a.m.ðFellowship and Elves Workshop Activities 

11:00 a.m.ðPraise, Prayers, Advent Decorating and Lunch 
 

December 11, 2011 3rd Sunday in Advent  

 John 1:6-8, 19-28ðThe Gospel, Staring You 
 

December 18, 2011 4th Sunday in Advent, Christmas Joy Offering  

 Luke 1:26-38ðGodôs Favorite 
 

December 24, 2011, Christmas Eve  

6:30 p.m.ðFamily Worship 

11:00 p.m.ðLessons, Carols, and Candlelight 
 

December 25, 2011, Christmas Day, One Worship at 9:30 a.m.  

Luke 12:1-20ðThe Old Story ðA time to listen to the story, tell stories, and sing the story 
 

January 1, 2012, Epiphany, Family Worship  

Matthew 2:1-12, Isaiah 60:1-6ðThe Year in Review 

9:30 a.m.ðFamily Worship 

10:15 a.m.ðFellowship and Making Resolutions 

11:00 a.m.ðPraise, Prayer and Potluck 
 

January 8, 2012, Baptism of the Lord  

Mark 1:4-11ðCome to the Water 
 

January 15, 2012, 2nd Sunday after Epiphany  

1 Samuel 3:1-10ðHow Many Times? 
 

January 22, 2012, 3rd Sunday after Epiphany  

Mark 1:14-20ðWhat Are You Willing to Leave Behind? 
 

January 29, 2012, 4th Sunday after Epiphany  

Mark 1:21-28ðWhat Can Be Cast Out? 
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- Glorify Ministry Group (Continued) - 

News from the Praise Team  
The band is busy learning new 

and exciting music to praise and 

worship God.  We enjoy 

fellowship together, and are 

going to see Levi Knippel (our guitarist from 

Two Rivers) as the Cat in the Hat in his 

school play.  We are continuously looking for 

part-time drummers and bass players.  Also, 

people interested in singing should contact 

Phyllis or Tim at 682-2750, email them at  

paradox1064505@sbcglobal.net, see them 

during fellowship time, or on Wednesday 

nights at 7:00 p.m.  We wish all our 

congregation a Blessed Christmas and 

Happy New Year. 

Music Musings  

     Families within the larger Church family!  That is what I think about when I am 

working with the various groups in the church, but more specifically, with the 

music groups of our church.  The dedication and devotion each person brings to 

the music making process is so encouraging to the others in the groups.  Music 

does that for people; we have a common goal of creating beautiful music for the 

Praise of God. 

     God was so wise when he placed his son, Jesus, in a family.  He knew that a baby needed to be nurtured 

and cared for.  And Jesus grew in that understanding and preached throughout his ministry of how we should 

take care of each other and reach out to others. 

     So now, in the approaching Advent and Christmas Seasons, let us remember to encourage those who are 

in the Music Ministry.  You can even become part of the Music Ministry Family.  If you are interested in 

singing or playing an instrument, please contact one of the directors of the ensembles or speak to me and we 

will find a place for you to share your gift of Music with our Worshipping Family and Community. 

Chancel Choir ï Ann Herrmann, director 

Praise Team ï Phyllis Schippers, director 

Handbells ï Ann Gold, director 

I look forward to welcoming any new people to the Music Ministry Family!  Iôll see you in church! 

                                                                                                     Ann Gold, Music Coordinator  

We Need Your Help For Recording Worship  

The Glorify Team is in need of three or four 

people who would be willing to learn how 

to record.  If we had four volunteers, it would 

be necessary to record only about once a 

month.  Recording is not difficult and we would 

hold an orientation and assist as needed for persons new to 

this field.  Please see Tim Maatman or Phyllis Schippers to 

participate in this vital ministry and give of your time and 

talents to the Lord. 

 

One can give without loving,  

but one cannot love without giving.  

ðAmy Carmichael  
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- Educate Ministry Group -  
Meetings are at 5:15 p.m. the third Thursday of the month in the Church Library. 

No matter what age we are, we are always learning; so First Presbyterian Church provides opportunities  
for each person to grow their faith.  The Educate Ministry Group coordinates Ministry Teams  

that address educational activities and nurture the use of spiritual gifts. 
Educate Ministry Group Elders ñ Gloria Creagh, Diane Moon  

     As we enter into 

December, Life Path 

students will continue 

to learn about Jesusô 

birth through the eyes 

of the Magi.  Also, 

children will have the opportunity to participate in this 

yearôs intergenerational Christmas program, ñCloth 

for the Cradle.ò With the new year ringing in January, 

students will begin to explore and understand Jesusô 

walk to Emmaus while focusing on the Bible verse, 

ñDidnôt we feel our hearts burning with faith as Jesus 

talked with us?ò Luke 24:32 

     As a reminder, Life Path students continue to 

practice the spiritual gift of stewardship through our 

weekly offering during chapel time. The collection will 

be donated to the Book Drive. 

Menôs Bible Study 
 

Our ecumenical men's bible study group will begin on 

December 21, 2011 a seven-month study of the Acts 

of the Apostles.  It tells a fascinating story of the 

beginning of Christianity, with memorable characters, 

testifying to the risen Christ.  He who begins the 

study of the book starts on a journey of a lifetime!  

We welcome newcomers.  The $2 study guide is 

available from the church office or Pete Stuntz  at 

683-0264.  The group meets the third Wednesday 

each month for breakfast from 7:00ð8:00 a.m. at 

the Felician Village Bistro.  Come and join us!  

 Monday Noon Bible Study  
The Monday Noon Bible Study is held in the Church Library.  ALL ARE WELCOME ï no 

Bible experience required so bring your lunch, your Bible and come and discuss how Godôs 

word can transform us! 

Brittanyôs Coffee Corner 

Peace and blessings upon you all! With 

the holidays rapidly approaching, the 

season of warm and fuzzy feelings 

accompany it.  I look forward to this 

season of love and am in appreciation of 

all of your support of our Life Path Sunday School.  

It is with a humble heart that I give thanks for all 

who volunteer and teach lessons on Sundays!  You 

are blessings in my life. 

Bible verse for reflection: 

ñFor God so loved the world that he gave his 

one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

him will not perish but have eternal life.ò 

 ð John 3:16 

The Fr. Bill Zimmer Forum  

- A Book Group for People of Faith - 

The next forum will be held on 

Tuesday, December 13, 2011, 

12:15 p.m. at Silver Lake 

College, 2406 Alverno Road, 

Manitowoc.  David Gilboa, 

Professor of Philosophy, Silver 

Lake College, will talk about Anna 

Karenina by author Leo Tolstoy. 

      


