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A Seed to Sowé 
     One of the priorities determined by the Session is to increase 

participation of members in worship.  This is an admirable and a 

necessary goal since over half of our active membership is not 

present in worship on a regular basis.  There are many reasons right 

off the top for some members not being present for Sunday worship:  

around 15 are homebound, another 10 are in college, many work on 

Sundays.  But the truth is that we should be seeing 75 - 100 more 

members on a regular basis in worship. 

     As I, and your Session, have been asking and listening to members we hear 

many reasons why people are not coming to worship: 

Cultural -- "We have too many activities on Sunday" 

Apathy -- "It is just not a priority for me." 

Spiritual Disorder -- "I am not getting what I need in worship" 

Protest -- "I do not like what is going on behind the scenes at Church" 

Habit -- "I stopped going and now I got used to that" 

Grief -- "Everything is different and the people I know are gone" 

Fear -- "If I come back people will judge me" 

Badmouthing -- "When I come people are negative" 

     I am sure there are still other reasons, but this list is sufficient to determine that 

a major piece of this puzzle is that we have forgotten why it is we worship.  The 

Westminster Catechism of 1647 teaches us that the purpose of life is to glorify and 

enjoy God for eternity.  According to that definition our entire lives are to be spent 

worshiping.  It also reminds us that worship is about God and not ourselves. 

     We worship not because the organ, the band, the choirs, the hymns, or the 

sermons are to our liking.  We worship because God created us, God has forgiven 

us, and God has given us eternal life.  We worship because we need help being 

everything God has called us to be.  We worship so that we can keep the focus of 

our life on Jesus and his Gospel. 

     I invite you to renew your commitment to worship over the next several months.  

Lent, Holy Week, and the seven weeks of Easter are a great time to come back to 

worship.  We are one congregation with two unique worship services and we all 

need to be at one of them (or both!) because the body of Christ at First 

Presbyterian Church is stronger when we are united in worshiping. 
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- Glorify Ministry Group -  

Meetings are at 7:00 p.m. the first Monday of the month in the Church Library. 

Worship is the primary way we express our joy and thanksgiving to the God who created us, loves us, and forgives 
us.  The Glorify Ministry Group coordinates all Ministry Teams that allow us to have incredible worship 

experiences as well as other means of expressing our gratitude to God. 

Glorify Ministry Group Elders ñ Théo Lynne Hoffman, Tim Maatman 

 

      

                        9:30 a.m.                11:00 a.m.  

Worship Highlights  
Prepare for worship by reading and praying the assigned scripture.  Scripture is for both services. 

= Communion Sunday  

April 3 ð Lent 4  

Responding to Choicesð1 Samuel 16:1-13, Ephesians 5:8-14 
 

April 10 ð Lent 5   

Responding to DeathðEzekiel 37:1-14, Romans 8:6-11 
 

April 17 ð Palm/Passion Sunday   

Responding to ConfusionðMatthew 21:1-11, Matthew 27:24-45 

Note: Worship will begin outside at the corner of State and Eighth Streets promptly at 9:30 a.m.   
for our annual Blessing of the Palms and ProcessionðThe service will continue in our 
Sanctuary around 9:50 a.m.  If you are unable to meet outside there will be reflective music 
playing in the Sanctuary for your meditation and prayer.  This will be our 4th year of enacting 
this ancient tradition in partnership with St. James Episcopal Church.  Please strive to be in 
attendance and note that St. James Episcopal is moving their worship time to 9:30 a.m. just to 
accommodate our worship schedule on this Sunday!  

 

Maundy Thursday ðApril 21  at First Presbyterian, 6:30 p.m.  

We will celebrate our Passover into freedom from sin and death with reading interpretations of 
Lordôs Supper from Matthew and Johnôs Gospel.  The Lordôs Supper will be celebrated. 

 

Good Friday ðApril 22 at First Reformed United Church of Christ, 7:00 p.m. 

Join with five other congregations in the Manitowoc area as we remember the death of our Lord 
and Savior. 

 

April 24 ð Easter  

Responding to LifeðJeremiah 31:1-6, Colossians 3:1-4, Matthew 28:1-10 

6:00 a.m.ðSunrise Service at the Blue Rail Walkway Beach 

7:30 a.m.ðBreakfast at First Presbyterian Church 

9:30 a.m.ðOne Combined Worship Service! 
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- Glorify Ministry Group (Continued) - 

March Traditional Worship Helpers  
Greeters       Ushers  

April 3ð Lauryn Hibbard & Garrett Menges  April 3ð Nicole Kiesner, Quinlyn & Justine Boonperm 

April 10ð Dale & Judith Brasser   April 10ð Brent & Kristin Borgwardt 

April 17ð Jim & Sharon Clark   April 17ð Barb, Terry & LeAnn Buck 

April 24ð Rein & Mary Elias    April 24ð Darryl & Blair Deets 

 

Worship CD Available  
Audio CDs of Sunday 

Morning Traditional 

Worship are available.  

CDs, as well as players, 

are available free of charge 

to our homebound 

members.  Please call the church office 

to schedule the delivery. 

News From the Worship Forum  

     At the Monday, March 7 Worship Forum, those who gathered were invited to answer 

the question ñWhat Is Worship?ò A lively discussed followed.  Here are some of the 

comments that were shared: 

Worship is both corporate and personal.  It happens formally in planned 

services but can also happen spontaneously as individuals and small groups gather and  recognizes 

the presence of God in their midst. 

Worship recognizes the I-Thou relationship with God.  We are creatures and God is the creator but 

we have an intimate relationship with each other.  Worship draws us into the relationship with God 

that allows us to know and be known. 

Worship is to God and for God and is a willful submission to God.  We worship because we choose to 

give-up our freedom and find eternal life in Jesus. 

Worship is active and intentional.  It is not a passive activity. 

Worship allows us to reconnect with God and receive Spiritual nourishment.  

Worship is a time to share, develop and exercise our God-given gifts and abilities so that the whole 

congregation might be lead in praising God. 

     The next worship Forum will be in the Church Library on Monday, April 4 at 7:00 p.m. come and join us! 

News from the Praise Band  

The Praise Team will be presenting a concert 

in connection with Shanty Town and asks the 

congregation to support us with thoughts and 

prayers.  If you would like to join the Praise 

Band, come to a rehearsal on Wednesday 

evening at 7:00 p.m. or talk to any member of 

the Praise Band. 
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- Educate Ministry Group -  
Meetings are at 5:15 p.m. the third Thursday of the month in the Church Library. 

No matter what age we are, we are always learning; so First Presbyterian Church provides opportunities  
for each person to grow their faith.  The Educate Ministry Group coordinates Ministry Teams  

that address educational activities and nurture the use of spiritual gifts. 
Educate Ministry Group Elders ñ Gloria Creagh, Winnie Drape, Diane Moon  

 
LifePath Sunday 

School ð 
It keeps getting better!  

Grades K - 6
th  

Sundays ð10:00 a.m. in April  

Grades K-3 will be learning about the 

Apostles and there will be no class on 

Easter Sunday, April 24. 

Grades 4-6 will continue their work on 

Integrity. 

Faith Discussion  

Join this early morning ecumenical group 

for breakfast and discussion the Third 

Wednesday of every month at the Felician 

Village Bistro at 7:00 a.m.  Everyone is 

welcome to attend.   

The Bill Zimmer Forum  

- A Book Group for People of Faith - 

     The next forum will be held on Tuesday, March 8 at 

8:00 a.m. at the Faith Formation Centerð10th and Marshall 

Streets, Manitowoc.  Fr. Conrad Kratz, O. Praem, Director of 

the Norbertine Center for Spirituality with talk about God and 

Political Figures by author Paul Kengor. 

Monday Bible Study  

We will continue our study 

through the New Testament 

each Monday at noon.  We 

meet in the Church Library and the class is 

conversation based.  Bring a friend, 

everyone is welcomed.   

Be-TWEEN Younger Youth Group  

Grades 3 rdð 6th 

Wednesdays 6:00 ð7:00 p.m.  

Faith Discussion Group Starts                              

New Book April 20  
Our ecumenical bible study group will begin on 

Wednesday, April 20 an eight-month study of 

Thomas Cahillôs ñThe Gift of the Jews ï How a Tribe 

of Desert Nomads Changed the Way Everyone 

Thinks and Feels.ò  He describes how the concept 

of YHWH grew in the minds of the Jewish people, starting with 

Abraham all the way through the periods of the patriarchs, 

kings, and then the exiled and post-exilic Jews.  It is an 

excellent overview of our Old Testament.  Rachel Muchin 

Young from our local synagogue will be participating.  We 

welcome newcomers.  The book is available from Pete Stuntz 

or at the church office.  The group meets the third Wednesday 

morning each month for breakfast from 7:00ð8:00 a.m. at the 

Felician Village Bistro.  Come and join us!  

For The Love Of Us  
As Christ drew near to death, He Himself trembled.  It was an experience of all His creation, but He had never 

felt it.  To His humanity, His assumed flesh, it seemed terrible - Gethsemane bears witness [to] how terrible it 

seemed; but He passed into it for the love of us.  
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- Educate Ministry Group (Continued) - 

Summer Opportunities for Youth and Adults  

     Summer time is just around the corner. Sure, itôs not here yet, but it certainly is time to begin 

making plans for summer camp and Synod School! 

     Our Presbytery supports United Church Camps Inc., which operates Pilgrim Center in Green 

Lake and Moon Beach in St. Germaine. You can check out the camping opportunities for camps 

at Moon Beach and Pilgrim Center at www.ucci.org.  There are camps for all ages. Winnebago Presbytery 

offers camper scholarships up to one-fourth of the costs.  A camper scholarship application can be 

downloaded from the Presbytery website at www.winnegagopresbytery.org.  The deadline for applications to 

Moon Beach or Pilgrim Center is April 15 . 

     Synod School is scheduled at Buena Vista University in Storm Lake, Iowa for July 24-

29th.  This yearôs theme is ñAll My Relativesò.  Check out the brochure in the church office 

or in Fellowship Hall to see the many courses that are available and the speakers and 

classes that will be offered.  Synod School is a learning and personal enrichment 

experience for people of all ages.  Synod school is designed for laity and clergy, 

individuals and families.  Scholarships to this event are also available from the 

Presbytery.  You can download a Synod School Scholarship Application from the 

Winnebago Presbytery website.  The application deadline is June 1 .  See you at camp! 

Coins  

The Bible often uses coins 

to symbolize human greed.  

During Holy Week, 30 silver 

coins ðusually shown with 

a bog or purse ðrepresents 

Jesusô betrayal by his 

disciple Judas (Matthew 

26:14-16).  Many of Jesusô 

teachings are about money, 

including the parable of the 

lost coin.  Coins also symbolize giving as an act 

of worship, just as the widow offered her last 

ñmiteò (Mark 12:41-44). 

  

À Christian Symbols À  
Every Member Book Study  

     Beginning in April your Session invites you to join a 

Sunday Morning book study on, Who Stole My Church?  

You will find a description of this book in the Library 

Corner of this month's Messenger on page 13. 

     Winnebago Presbytery's Committee on Ministry has 

studied this book and recommended it to First 

Presbyterian Church as a healthy way to discuss many 

of the concerns and issues we have about what is going 

on in our congregation and the culture around us. 

     Currently two Sunday Morning study times are being 

planned: 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. both will be held in 

the Library.  Books can be ordered through the church 

office for $11.00 (payment is due at time of ordering). 

     We are looking for additional people who would like 

to host and facilitate a small group study of this book in 

their home.  If you are interested in doing this, please 

let Pastor Matt know. 


