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from the land,

whether the seed from the
ground or the fruit from the tree,

are the LORD’s; they are holy

to the LORD.”  Leviticus 27:30, NRSV
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%®| 1 4a Faithful Response

A Seed to Sowé

At the September 14 Presbytery Meeting, a presentation from Cathy
Wille of the Samaritan Counseling of the Fox Valley, focused on the
changes that are inherent in toda
the information shared can help us name some of the what is going on in
our own congregation.

The Rise of Christendom

Christendom is a broad term used to define the Christian world as a
sociopolitical entity which began in the year 313 when Constantine mandated that all of
the Roman Empire convert to Christianity. This radically changed the way the Church
operated.

® When everyone around the church was a Christian (at least in name) there
was no need for each Christian to share the Good News; that became the job
of missionaries who were sent out from the community.

® Teaching of the faith and spiritual formation waned because conversion was
no longer a common experience.

e Christianity began to be associated with nations and regions instead of the
local congregation.

® Congregations began serving specific populations organized around language,
socio-economic status, and preferences instead of serving the whole
community.

® Church leadership began to be associated with professionals and modeled
after the civil magistrate instead of lifting-up the call of each Christian.

® Christianity became so mixed with civil authorities that the two were defined by
one another. Previously Christianity was an alternative to civil authority.
Christianity Is Very Much Alive Though Christendom Is Over

By the 20™ Century Christendom/the Modern World had reached a point where
Christianity was struggling to survive. This gave rise to renewal, evangelical, orthodox,
and pentecostal movements in congregations. The concerns that could not be
addressed by Christendom were:

® Faith was no longer a response to grace but a search for self-gratification.
® Social Trust was eroded by the public sinfulness of our leaders.
e  QOur culture was ethically and religiously diverse in ways it never was before.

® Reason, progress, optimism, and self-sufficiency were no longer assumed to
be solely positive attributes.

5| r @ % 1Thg church was so aligned with culture that cultural changes were

accommodated in the Church as if they w

Next month we will look at the anxiety caused by the end of Christendom and how
we can engage in adaptive change so that our faith and congregations grow!

There is seed to sow,
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- Glorify Ministry Group -
Worship is the primary way we express our joy and thanksgiving to the God who created us, loves us, and fc
us. The Glorify Ministry Group coordinates all Ministry Teams that allow us to have incredible worship
experiences as well as other means of expressing our gratitude to God.

Glorify Ministry Group Eldersii Théo Lynne Hoffman and Phyllis Schippers

Worship Highlights

As you prepare yourself for worship please read, study, and pray about the scripture set for each Sunday.

(O .
M
Traditional Worship (PRAK-SJS] Me intersecting with falth
9:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship 11:00 a.m.
October 3 8 World Communion October 3 8 World Communion
Luke 17:5-10 Luke 17:5-10
Why We Do It Jesus Says
October 10 8 Peacemaking Sunday October 10 8 Peacemaking Sunday
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7
Peace in the City Peace for Everyone
October 17 o October 17 o
Luke 18:1-8 Luke 18:1-8
God is Listening But | wanted...
October 24 8 Noon Potluck October 24 8 Noon Potluck
Luke 5:1-11 Luke 5:1-11
Stewardship is Letting Go Got to Let Go
October 31 8 Reformation Sunday, October 31 8 Reformation Sunday,
Communion Communion
Luke 9:59-62 Luke 9:59-62
Stewardship is Priorities Priorities
Worship CD Available From the Fold
Audio CDs of Sunday The Praise Team is looking for a bass guitar player.
&j/,jéz)j&j Morning Traditional Please contact Phyllis or Tim at 682 -2750 or talk to
Q% Worship are available. them at the Praise Team practice in Fellowship Hall

wrsmn® CDs as well as players, | on Wednesdayods at 7:00 p [
are available free of charge to
our homebound members.

Please call the church office to NoO one understands Iike Jesus.
schedule the delivery.
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- Glorify Ministry Group (Continued) -

October Traditional Worship Helpers

Greeters Ushers

Oct. 3 7 Joshua & Jennifer Nigbor Nicole, Quinlyn, & Justine Boonperm
Oct. 10 7 Dale & Judith Brasser Brent & Kristin Borgwardt

Oct. 17 7 Rein & Mary Elias Terry, Barbara & LeAnn Buck

Oct. 24 7 Mary Fordney, Shirley Ferguson John & Gloria Creagh

Oct. 31 7 Clara Hagenow, Cheryl Hanson Darryl & Blair Deets

REFLECTIONS FROM 219" GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2010
Excerpts from Mariana Berbert, a Young Adult Advisory Delegate from Winnebago Presbytery.

When | was invited to apply to be a YAAD at the General Assembly | accepted without questions.
To be perfectly honest | had no idea what | was signing up for. All | knew was that | had been

involved in the Presbyterian Church since | was

church in the future. o The truth is that my
for a few years. Although I felt welcomed and loved, | did not see where | fit into the big picture and |

pas

was not sure why | called myself a Presbyterian

away to college, | felt disconnected from the Church, its mission and its members.

| am now delighted to say that | have never been more proud of calling myself a Presbyterian.
While at the 219™ General Assembly | rediscovered my love and passion for the Church and its
diverse members. The connections | made with individuals at the General Assembly allowed me to
feel that my gifts were valued, respected, and indispensable in life of the Church. | was able to bond
with individuals from a wide range of places and often with very different views than my own. | had
the privilege of feeling the presence of the Holy Spirit even in situations where emotions ran high
and saw the love of Jesus Christ manifested in the dozens of individuals | met.

The most important message | carried with me from the General Assembly was that as Church
leaders it is our responsibility not only to share what we feel is best for our congregations but to work
together to discern Goddés will for the Church
sometimes what | want to see happen in the Church is not what the Lord had planned on i maybe
because He disagrees, or possibly because we are not ready.

The verse in Matthew 18:20 reminds us: AFor
am | among them. o At GA | was able to be in
Christ and we, through careful debate, came to some conclusions. My deepest hope is that our
congregations can continue to call on the Lord together, searching for answers to some very deep
guestions and seeking guidance through times of change.

as
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- Glorify Ministry Group (Continued) -

Prayer Opportunities

Be a part of a Prayer Vigil for the Session during its stated meetings
(6:300 9:00 p.m.). You will be asked to pray for Session members, Church
Members, and Our Congregationds mission
be offered from your home, or anywhere you are at. If you wish to offer prayers in the Chapel
please let Pastor Matt know and the Chapel will be opened for you.

B Pray For
mYour Session

| VY

Join an Email Prayer Chain. At least once a week prayer blessings and concerns will be E
sent to you via email for prayer. All prayers are to be kept confidential and not meant for fié;é‘

public sharing.

\\\ Join a Prayer Team that meets regularly to pray for families, church, community, world,
Pram.a and selves. Prayer Teams will be given resources and support but will organize
b M. themselves. All prayers are to be kept confidential and not meant for public sharing.

Prayer Puzzles

It is not too late to pick-up a puzzle piece with a name or situation that needs your
prayer. Choosing a Prayer Puzzle Piece means you commit yourself to prayer for the
person or situation until November 14 when we gather all the pieces together and put the
puzzle together. Stop in the office to get yours or call and ask that one be brought to
you. PLEASE NOTE in order to take a piece you must write a person or situation that you
know needs prayer.

Evening Prayers

Editors Note: After our September 19 worship on prayer, Hal and Nancy Just were inspired to pass
this idea (circulating on email) along to Pastor Matt who is including it here in the Messenger.

Someone has said if Christians really understood the full extent of the power we have available
through prayer, we might be speechless. Did you know that during WWII there was an advisor to
Churchill who organized a group of people who dropped what they were doing every day at a
prescribed hour for one minute to collectively pray for the safety of England, its people and peace?
There is now a group of people organizing the same thing here in America.

If you would like to participate: Every evening at 9:00 p.m. Eastern Time (8:00 p.m. Central)
(7:00 p.m. Mountain) (6:00 p.m. Pacific), stop whatever you are doing and spend one minute praying
for the United States, our troops, our citizens, our church, our families, and a return to God being the
center of our national and personal life. Our prayers are the most powerful asset we have.
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- Educate Ministry Group -

No matter what age we are, we are always learning; so First Presbyterian Church provides opportunitie
for each person to grow their faith. The Educate Ministry Group coordinates Ministry Teams
that address educational activities and nurture the use of spiritual gifts.
Educate Ministry Group Eldersii Gloria Creagh, Bill Hampton-Gregory, Diane Moon

Monday Bible Study

We will continue our study BIBLE ﬂ
through the New Testament sTUDY J
each Monday at noon. We

meet in the Church Library and the
class is conversation based. Bring a
friend, everyone is welcomed. Also,
you can bring a sack lunch if you want.

=

The Bill Zimmer Forum

- A Book Group for People of Faith -
The next forum will be held on Tuesday,
October 12 at 8:00 a.m. at the Faith Formation
Centerd 10th and Marshall Streets, Manitowoc.
Julianne Donlon, Adult Faith Formation Director,
Diocese of Green Bay, WI, will talk about
Jessica by author Bryce Courtenay.

Faith Discussion

Join this early morning ecumenical
group for breakfast and discussion the
Third Wednesday of every month at
the Felician Village Bistro at 7:00 a.m.
Everyone is welcome to attend.

LifePath Sunday
School Grades K - 6"

Sundays 9:45 1 10:45 a.m.

2010-2011 Theme is The BIBLE
Oct. 31 The Bible in 50 Words

Oct. 107 Make a Bible Book

Oct. 17 T Bible Computer Games
Oct. 24 7 Books of the Old Testament

Oct. 317 Characters of the Old
Testament

Sign-Up for a new Small Group to study

The Gifts of the Jews: How a Tribe of Desert Nomads
Change The Way Everyone Thinks and Feels.

The Gifts of the Jews, is a light-handed, popular account
of ancient Jewish culture, the culture of the Bible. The
book is written from a decidedly modern point of view.
Cabhill notes, for instance, that Abraham moved the Jews
from Ur to the land of Canaan "to improve their
prospects,” and that the leering inhabitants of Sodom
surrounded Lot's lodging "like the ghouls in Night of the
Living Dead." The Gifts of the Jews nonetheless
encourages us to see the Old Testament through ancient
eyes.

Be-TWEEN

Younger Youth
Group
Grades 3"- 6"
Wednesdays 6:00 d 7:00 p.m.

Light on the Lakeshore
Being a Multigenerational Church
On June 10-12, 2011 First Presbyterian Church will
be hosting a community forum on being a multi-
generational church.

The goal of Light On The Lakeshore 2011 is to help
congregations and individuals recognize and address
the issues a multi-generational church faces.

This conference is made possible by the generosity
of the Nash Family Foundation.




