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A Seed to Sowé 

     Here we are in the midst of the Lenten Season.  Lent is a 
season of soul-searching and repentance.  It is a season for 
reflection and taking stock.  Lent originated in the very earliest days 
of the Church as a preparatory time for Easter, when the faithful 
rededicated themselves and when converts were instructed in the 
faith and prepared for baptism.  By observing the forty days of 
Lent, we imitate Jesusô withdrawal into the wilderness for forty days 
and prepare ourselves for active discipleship. 

     This year First Presbyterian Church has returned to many great customs to help 
us prepare for our Easter calling to be active disciples. 

À The Lenten Prayer Program gives us a way to pray for one another. 

À Daily devotions for the Lenten Season were distributed to those who desired. 

À Wednesday Lenten Prayers will be held in the Chapel from 6:15 - 6:45 p.m. 

     I hope that these opportunities will be tools to prepare ourselves for the 
resurrection of our faith as we move into an Easter Season which will truly mean a 
new day for First Presbyterian Church. 

     Beginning Sunday, April 11, First Presbyterian Church will share  ñ. . .from east 
to west, the sacred and imperishable proclamation of eternal salvation.ò (Mark 
16:8). Through two distinct worship services; that, we pray, will better meet the 
needs of our membership and our community. 

     Traditional Worship will begin at 9:00 a.m. and draw from 500 years of 
Presbyterian history, as well as, 2,000 years of Christian history in providing a 
worship experience that focuses on the majesty of God. 

     At 10:00 a.m. we will have Morning Fellowship that will be a casual time to 
share our lives with each other as we live-out being a family of believers.  During 
this time, our children will be able to attend Life Path Sunday School and adults will 
be able to join in discussion groups about varied topics related to our faith. 

     At 11:00 a.m., PRAXIS will begin in the Fellowship Hall.  PRAXIS means life 
intersecting faith.  This unique worship experience will include contemporary 
music, interactive discussions about being active disciples, and hands-on mission 
projects that focus on the transformative power of Jesus. 

     The Session believes that the people of Manitowoc are hungry to hear Godôs 
word and now is the time for First Presbyterian Church to renew its commitment to 
the Great Commission.  Yet no matter how many worship experiences we have or 
how well they are done, we will not fulfill Jesusô commission to make disciples if 
YOU do not share the Good News.   

     I invite all of you who receive this newsletter to invite at least five people to 
worship beginning on Sunday, April 11.  Please know that most people who join a 
congregation report having been invited multiple times (as many as 12!) before 
they made a decision to attend a worship service.  First Presbyterian Church is 
your congregation ï so shine the light of your faith to others by inviting them to the 
ministry of First Presbyterian Church. 

Now That is a Seed You Can Sow,  
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- Glorify Ministry Group - 
Worship is the primary way we express our joy and thanksgiving to the God who created us, loves us, and forgives 

us.  The Glorify Ministry Group coordinates all Ministry Teams that allow us to have incredible worship 
experiences as well as other means of expressing our gratitude to God. 

Glorify Ministry Group Elders ñ Cheryl Hanson, Théo Lynne Hoffman and Phyllis Schippers 

March Morning Worship (10:00 a.m.) 

7 ï 3rd Sunday in Lent 

 Scripture: Matthew 25:31, 37-46   

Sermon: Celebrating the Missions We Do!  
   

14 ï 4th Sunday in Lent 

Scripture: Matthew 11:2-12, 14:3-12  

Sermon: John the Baptist ðWas I Mistaken?   
  

21 ï 5th Sunday in Lent 

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25, John 20:19-31   

Sermon: Thomas ðThe Chains of Unbelief  
 

28 ï Palm Sunday 

Scripture: Matthew 26:1-5, 14-16;  

                John 13:21-30;  

                Matthew 26:47-50, 27:1-10  

Sermon: Judas Iscariot ð Because I Loved Him   

         

March Celebration Praise  

(6:00 p.m.) 

7 ï ñThe Gospel According to Dr. Seuss:  

  On Beyond Zebra!ò 

Learning about Melanie Gobleôs Mission Trip 

Scripture: Matthew 25:31, 37-46  
 

21 ï ñThe Gospel According to Dr. Seuss:  

    The Loraxò 

Sermon: A Story of Jesus  

Scripture: John 15:1-8  

Potluck is at 5:00 p.m. 

 
                                         

If anyone would like to join the Praise 

Band Team, please call 682-2750 or 

see Tim or Phyllis at rehearsal on 

Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. or 

after church.  

Audio CDs Available of Service      

   Audio CDs of Sunday Morning Worship 

are available for any who desire them.   

     CDs, as well as players, are 

available free of charge to our 

homebound members.  Please call the 

church office to schedule the delivery. 

March 10:00 a.m. worship 

Greeters 

7 ï Brenda Linzmeier, Rosey Zimmer 

14 ï Jean Baugniet, Carol Schultz 

21 ï Dale & Judith Brasser 

28 ï Jim & Sharon Clark 

Ushers  

7 ï Dave & Sue Yanda 

14 ï The Balma Family 

21 ï Reid & Cheryl Hanson 

28 ï Brent & Kristin Borgwardt 

Recording Team  

7 ï Justin Winga 

14 ï Open 

21 ï Phyllis Schippers   

28 ï Open 
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- Educate Ministry Group -  
No matter what age we are, we are always learning; so First Presbyterian Church provides opportunities  

for each person to grow their faith.  The Educate Ministry Group coordinates Ministry Teams  
that address educational activities and nurture the use of spiritual gifts. 

Educate Ministry Group Elders ñ Gloria Creagh, Bill Hampton-Gregory, Diane Moon  

The Bill Zimmer Forum 

- A Book Group for People of Faith - 

The next forum will be held on Tuesday, March 9 at 8:00 

a.m. at the Faith Formation Centerð10th and Marshall 

Streets, Manitowoc.  Sister Judanne Stratman, OSF, Dept. 

Chairman of Religious Studies & Philosophy, Silver Lake 

College, will talk about A Womanôs Work: Chiara Lubich by 

Jim Gallagher.   

March Life Path Lessons 

     Life Path Sunday School lessons for the 2009-10 year are focusing on 

Biblical characters and stories that demonstrate how hard it can be to 

follow God.  Stories and lessons for the month of March will continue this 

theme.  

     The March lessons teach us the story of Doubting Thomas.  The 

Memory verses are: Hebrews 11:1 ñFaith makes us sure of what we hope for and gives us proof of 

what we cannot seeò and John 20:29 ñThen Jesus told him, because you have seen me, you have 

believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.ò  

March 7ð  Bible Story of Doubting Thomas 

March 14ð  Use our Senses to Explore our Faith 

March 21ð  Craft ï ñHe Livesò plant stake 

March 28ð  Art Project ï Making Magic Egg Ornaments 

April 4ð HAPPY EASTER ï NO SUNDAY SCHOOL  

Noon Bible Study 

Join the Noon Bible 

Study each Monday in 

the church library and 

discover the New 

Testament.  Everyone is welcome; 

bring a lunch and a friend! 

Christian SymbolsðWheel 

A rotating wheel symbolizes Godôs divine force.  Wheels with flames shooting out 

often portray Godôs throne, based on Ezekielôs vision (see 1:1-18).  Some artists also 

show a burning wheel when God sends Adam and Eve out of the Garden of Eden. 
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- Serve Ministry Group - 
We are committed to hands-on mission projects and financial benevolence so the kingdom of Heaven can be 
exhibited to the world.  The Serve Ministry Group coordinates  all Ministry Teams that mobilize the churchõs 
resources and coordinate the churchõs benevolence to serve those in need; locally, nationally, and internationally. 

Serve Ministry Group Elders ñ Mary Huckins, Dawn Schroeder, Lyn Leary Stark 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

Do you love me?  Feed my sheep. (John 21:15-19) 

     Thanks to your gifts, One Great Hour of Sharing is helping people affected by natural 

and human-made disasters rebuild their lives and communities.  More than 60 years ago, 

American Christians joined together to respond to the worldwide devastation caused by 

World War II.  Recognizing what a difference we can make when we work together in 

Christôs name, Presbyterians have continued to support One Great Hour of Sharing ever since.  In 

response to Jesusô call, ñFeed my sheep,ò our gifts to the offering support the ministries of Self-

Development of People (32%), Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (32%), and the Presbyterian 

Hunger Program (36%).  The offering will be collected on Sunday, April 4. 

     One Great Hour of Sharing continues to offer hope for those most hopeless: we walk toward 

recovery and wholeness with those whose lives have been shattered by disaster, and we stand with 

communities facing the slower crises of hunger, disease, unemployment, and environmental 

degradation that make them vulnerable even before disasters strike.  In sharing resources with 

people in need around the world, we not only witness Godôs love in action in their lives; we feel it 

moving in our own.  Please give. 

     News Release, January 15, 2010 ð Presbyterian Disaster Assistance has dispatched 

$100,000 from One Great Hour of Sharing offering funds and issued a special appeal to 

support ongoing relief efforts in Haiti.  Evidence our gifts are at work in this world. 

Helping the Homeless: We will be collecting new personal hygiene and cleaning 

products for six Manitowoc/Two Rivers area homeless shelters and crisis 

agencies.  This project is through WEMY 91.5 FM Radioôs 18
th
 annual ñHelp for 

the Homelessñ campaign, February 21ðMarch 21.  Please place your donations 

in the ñHelp for the Homelessò collection box that will be located in the church office from February 

21ðMarch 21.  Supplying these items to the shelters will help them direct their limited resources to 

providing qualified staff, counseling, food and shelter to those they serve.  Most requested items 

include laundry detergent, garbage bags, dental and hair care items, diapers and baby care, tissue, 

etc.  Your donations will remain in this community.  Thank you.  For more details, look for the Serve 

Ministry Group bulletin boardôs postings in Fellowship Hall.  Shelters and programs being assisted 

include: Domestic Violence Center, Lakeshore CAP, Lakeshore Interfaith Hospitality Network, 

Project Youth, Salvation Army, St. Vincent de Paul of Manitowoc. 
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- Serve Ministry Group (Continued) - 

We Need Your Help 
 

     It's that time of year again!  As you 

begin to clean out your closets, First 

Presbyterian Church needs your help to 

collect all your goodies for this yearôs 

rummage sale.   We are happy to offer a 

"storage" area at the church on the 3rd floor in 

the room next to the Kindermusik 

location.  Please look for the signs.  Although we 

have this space, we will not be able to collect 

"large" items until we get closer to the sale.  At 

this time, we can take your boxes, bags and 

smaller items.  

     In order to make our goal, we will need your 

help in many areas.  Look for notices in May for 

help in picking up items, making signs and other 

activities.  We will need everyone's help!  We 

appreciate everyone's ideas and 

enthusiasm.  Please contact Dawn Schroeder 

(683-9967) or Nancy Baumann (758-3352) if you 

are able to assist. 

Letôs Meet The Challenge! 

Help Soles For Souls 

     We are asking for members to 

donate $2,000 to Soles for Souls  

of America, Inc. by May 1.  If the 

congregation can raise the monies, 

the Empty Tomb Foundation will 

match the $2,000.  We know this is asking a lot 

of the congregation, but it is a blessing to be 

able to have this opportunity to raise this 

additional money for Soles and have the 

money matched by the Empty Tomb 

Foundation. 

     Checks should be made out to First 

Presbyterian Church for your donation and you 

should put Soles for Souls Mission Match on 

the memo line. The mission match will provide 

shoes for many needy youth in Manitowoc  

County  for the 2010-2011 school year.   

The Serve Team  

Watch for Daffodils 

On Sunday, March 21, daffodils will be 

gracing the Sanctuary of our church.  

The purchase of these flowers is in 

honor of those who have fought the 

battle with cancer and won, and in 

memory of those who have lost the 

battle.  The purchase of these flowers helps support 

the American Cancer Societyôs lifesaving patient 

services, education programs and winning research.  

With this purchase we are providing hope for a world 

free from cancer.   

Souper Bowl of Caring a  

Great Success! 

Once again, the generosity of 

the congregation of First 

Presbyterian has come 

through!  The youth of our 

church collected a grand total 

of $568.75 and over 20 non-

perishable food items were given to  

Peterôs Pantry to combat hunger in our 

community!  Thank you all for your 

donations and for helping our young people 

learn the joy of giving to others in need. 
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- Serve Ministry Group (Continued) - 

Chili Warm-up For HabitatðMarch 20 

The 7th Annual Manitowoc County Habitat 

for Humanity Spring Chili Warm-up and 

Bake Sale will be held on Saturday, 

March 20 from 11:00 a.m.ð1:30 p.m. at 

First Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall.  

The cost for the meal is adultsð$4, Children under 12ð

$2 and take out (one quart) ð $6.  The meal includes 

chili or a hot dog, dessert and beverage.  Manitowoc 

County Habitat for Humanity Executive Director, Jean 

Wakefield is also looking for helpers to cook the chili on 

Friday, March 19 from Noon to 4:00 p.m. and on 

Saturday, March 20 to help with the warm-up.  Please 

contact Jean in the Habitat office at 683-8466. 

Bakery Needed for Habitat Bake Sale 

     Pies, cakes, bars, breads, cookies, etc., 

(no cream desserts, please) are needed for 

the Habitat Bake Sale and Chili Warm-up at 

First Lutheran Church on Saturday, March 20.  

Part of the bakery will be used as desserts for 

the Chili Warm-up.  Extra bakery will be sold in the Fireside Room at 

First Lutheran Church.  The buyer will set their own price. 

     We are hopeful that First Presbyterian Church members can 

supply Habitat with 20 or more items to be used at our fundraiser. 

This is strictly a donation.  Please contact the Habitat office at 683-

8466 to let Jean Wakefield know if you can provide bakery. 

     Bring your bakery to First Lutheran Church on Friday, March 19 

between Noon and 3:00 p.m. or Saturday, March 20 after 9:00 a.m.  

If you donate bakery, please include your name, address, and city; 

so that you can be thanked.   

     Thanks for your Support!! 

Jean Wakefield 

Manitowoc County Habitat for Humanity Executive Director 

Bible Quiz 

An Old Testament prophet wrote the 

following words about Jesus: ñHe was 

oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he 

did not open his mouth; like a lamb that 

is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep 

that before its shearers is silent, so he 

did not open his mouth.ò   Who wrote 

those words? 

A. Amos 

B. Jonah 

C. Jeremiah 

D. Isaiah 

Answer: D 

Christian One Liners 

À Forbidden fruits create 

 many jams. 

À He who angers you, 

 controls you! 

À Donôt give God instructions 

 ðjust report for duty! 

À We are called to be 

 witnesses, not lawyers or 

 judges. 

À We donôt change the 

 message, the message 

 changes us. 

À You can tell how big a 

 person is by what it takes 

 to discourage him. 

À God grades on the cross, 

 not the curve. 
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- Support Ministry Group - 
In order for the ministry of Jesus to be the most effective at First Presbyterian Church we need to have  

the best staff, secure finances, and excellent facilities.  The Support Group coordinates all teams that  

address the administrative, facilities, and financial needs of the congregation.  

Support Ministry Group Elders ñ Craig Kapinos, Judie Stuntz, Amy Swanson  

Building and Grounds Team 

Invites You  

All members and 

friends interested in the 

maintenance and 

upkeep of our beautiful 

church facility are 

invited to attend a 

meeting on 

Wednesday, March 10 at 7:00 p.m., in 

Fellowship Hall.  Come early and enjoy 

Community Dinner and Lenten 

Prayers.  For more information contact 

Craig Kapinos. 

  

To all Members, Chairpersons and Friends of the Church: 

     The Gifts and Memorials Committee receives gifts from time to time from people who wish to 

leave money or property to the church.  Sometimes the gift or bequest will have a specific item or 

thing that it should be used for and other times the money is given with no strings attached. 

     The function of our committee is to use any money given in the best interest of the church.  All 

requests are looked at carefully and must be approved by the Session, as well.  Approval is based 

on the urgency, worthiness and, of course, funds available at the time. 

     If you, your committee or your team have a request, please send it to the 

church office.  Please give as much detail as possible; i.e. reason for re-

quest, approximate cost and contact person(s).  These requests will be 

placed on the ñwish listò. 

     Our committee has periodic meetings and will reply to your request as 

soon as possible. 

Yours in Christ, 

Harold W. Just, Chairman 

Iôll Pay You Later 

     When the late preacher, W.E. Sangster, was a 

pastor in London, a man told him that he didnôt give 

much to the work of God, but he intended to leave a lot 

of money for that purpose when he died.  

     Dr. Sangster said he wasnôt impressed.  It seemed to 

him that the man was saying, ñGod can have it when I 

can use it no more.ò  

     The man was missing the joy of seeing what his 

resources could do if he regularly gave to Godôs work 

while alive.  He was cheating himself out of the 

blessings that come from giving. Not only that, but what 

assurance did the man have that there would be 

anything left in his estate when he died?  



- Reach Ministry Group -  
Reaching out to the community with the grace of Jesus and encouraging newcomers to become  

active members of First Presbyterian.  The Reach Ministry Group coordinates all Ministry Teams  

that address evangelism, new member recruitment, and member fellowship.  

Reach Ministry Group Elders ñ Don Lewellen, Scott Puksich, Bill Springer  
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Monthly Community Potluck 

The third Sunday of every month is Potluck Dinner Sunday!  Everyone is 

invited to gather in Fellowship Hall at 5:00 p.m. for joyful conversation as 

we share our lives and food with one another.   

Breakfast Club 

A monthly social event 

is open to anyone who 

wants to have fun 

conversation over 

breakfast.  This group 

meets the second 

Friday of every month 

at 9:00 a.m. in the 

Bistro at Felician 

Village. 

Community Dinner Menu  

     We thought that we would try something new.  We are going to put the 

menu for the Community Dinners in the newsletter every month.  We hope 

that this entices more people to come and to join us on Wednesday 

nights.   

 March 3ð   Vegetable beef soup 

 March 10ð Pea soup 

 March 17ð Chicken enchilada soup 

 March 24ð Cheesy broccoli soup 

 March 31ð Tomato soup and grilled cheese sandwiches 

     We hope this tickles your taste buds.  We look forward to seeing you 

Wednesday night, and remember to invite a friend, a co-worker, or even a 

stranger.  We will see you at dinner. 

Angie, Scott and Jessica Puksich 

Test Your Virtual Bowling SkillsðMarch 20 

Is everyone ready to get out of the house and 

have some fun?  On Saturday, March 20, we will 

be having our very own Nintendo Wii bowling 

tournament.  We will be having two divisions, 

teams and individuals.  The fun will start at          

1:00 p.m. and go until we finish.  Come young or old, teams or 

singles, and letôs knock down some virtual pins.  We will have a 

signup sheet in Fellowship Hall; everyone is welcome.  We will 

have refreshments and lots of fun.  If you have any questions, 

contact Scott and Angie Puksich at 686-1557.  

 

ñReach up as far as 

you can, and God 

will reach down all 

the rest of the way.ò  

ðJohn Vincent 

 

See The Easter Bunny 

The Easter Bunny is coming 

on Saturday, March 27 

from 9:00ð11:00 a.m.  

Enjoy a continental style 

breakfast, crafts, egg hunt 

and story telling by the 

Easter Bunny!  This free 

event is open to all ages.  

Come join in on the fun! 



  We are a family of believ- March 2010ñThe Messenger, Page 9 

- Care Ministry Group - 
Caring for our members is an important part of what it means to be a Family of Believers.   

We are here to visit one another, provide support during times of grief, reach out to homebound members,  

and keep members who live out of town connected to our ministry.  

Class of 2010  Class of 2011    Class of 2012 

Jane Abbott     Jennifer Balma   Rudy Baumann 

Mary Fordney     Faith Morgan    Angie Puksich 

Michele Hemme    Kristin Schroeder   Carol Schultz 

Marj LaBrecqueñTreasurer   Tina Sieracki    Julie Schreiter 

Charles Lohmeyerñ Moderator  JoAnn WeinertñVice Moderator Judy SobushñSecretary

Continue to pray for our Care Facility  

and Home Members! 

   At their Homes Care Facility 

   Bert Beers Ruth Colburn  

   Darlene Gabel  

   Donna Gotchy  

   Marge John  

Do You Have a Question? 

Do you have a question you would like to 

ask the Session?  The Church Mouse 

would like to answer your questions!  

Please submit a question or questions!  

The Church Mouse will take your question 

to the Session and publish the answer in 

upcoming newsletters! 

 

 

 

Mike Kettner 

2287 Samantha St. Apt. 59 

DePere, WI 54115 

Thank You 

I wish to thank those of you who 

prayed for me and were so 

concerned during my recent 

health issue.  It truly is comforting 

to know I have friends in the 

church.  Thanks so much! 

Karma Lanning 

Stop, Look and Listen 
     Why should we observe Lent?  

     We observe Lent because it causes 

us to STOP.  Lent says, ñStop and rest 

awhile.ò  Lent says, ñStop doing wrong.ò  

     We observe Lent because it tells us 

to LOOK.  Look inward for an honest 

self-examination.  Look upward to see 

the cross of Christ with healing and 

love.  Look forward to the hope of the Resurrection.  

     We observe Lent because it tells us to LISTEN.  Listen to 

the words of Christ. Listen to the voice of God.  Listen to the 

winds of the Spirit of God.  

     Stop, look and listen.  These three words are important for 

our safety in travel, but they may also be helpful for our 

journey through the days of Lent.  
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- Care Ministry Group (Continued) - 

Birthdays for March 

2ðJanet Bursek 

4ðGail Lopez 

4ðRosey Zimmer 

5ðHolly Sieracki 

8ðEric Waniger 

9ðMatt Sauer 

11ðShaelyn Gamble 

13ðAnthony Jagemann 

14ðLaVonne Jones 

14ðPeter Lewellen 

17ðEleanor Taylor 

18ðElaine Springer 

24ðLois Panosh 

27ðJulie Hester-Diaz 

27ðSue Erdmann 

29ðJennifer Balma 

30ðJohn Lanning 

Wedding Anniversaries for March 

7ðRichard & Helen Calkins 

15ðTim & Leslie (LaDuke) Corbin 

20ðBarb Panosh & Ernie Walters 

22ðBob & Lois Lehman 

31ðBill & Mary Kiel 

 

Board of Deacons  

Meetings are at Noon in the Church Library 

 March 9  August 10  

 April 13  September 14 

 May 11  October 12 

 June 8  November 9 

 JulyðNo Meeting  December 14ðSocial 

Attention! 

     Attention members and friends of First Presbyterian Church!  

Please help by giving us names of church members and friends 

who you feel would appreciate or benefit from our care, support 

and visits.   

     Please contact one of the team members listed below if you 

have any concerns. 

Rudy Baumannð758-3352, Charles Lohmeyerð682-1177 

and Faith Morganð686-1187 

Wanted: Food for Mother 

Hubbardôs Cupboard 
 

The Board of Deacons 

is always accepting 

food for Mother 

Hubbardôs Cupboard.  

Please feel free to 

drop off non-

perishable food items at anytime 

throughout the year.  She is 

located in the hallway by the 

church office.  Food is given to 

area pantries. 

News About Donations to Deacons Board 

Make checks payable to ñBoard of Deaconsò 

You can still submit checks to the ñBoard of Deaconsò in 

the offering plate or send/bring into the church office. 

Donations will still be recorded on your giving statements 

from First Presbyterian Church. 
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Church Office Contacts 
 

Matt Sauer,  

Pastor 

Email: matthewsauer@sbcglobal.net 
 

Diane Hansen,  

Christian Education Coordinator 

Email: dianewick1@sbcglobal.net 
 

Cathy Wallander,  

Church Secretary 

Email: firstpresmtwc@sbcglobal.net 

 

The deadline to submit articles 

for the 

April 2010  

The Messenger is  

Monday, March 15, 2010 

at Noon 


