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A Seed to Sowé 

     Over the past two months our Traditional Worship (9:00 a.m.) 
has been looking at The Great Ends of the Church.  This 
paragraph enshrined in the constitution of the Presbyterian Church 
USA (The Book of Order, G-1.0200) was used in one of our 
predecessor denominations as far back as 1878.  For decades, 
these axioms have helped establish the course for mission and 
ministry of Presbyterians.   

     I believe that if we give ourselves permission to peel back the layers of 
modern denominationalism we can see The Great Ends of the Church as a 
fresh and bold summary of our Gospel mission. 

À The Proclamation Of The Gospel For The Salvation Of Humankind ï 
 Our calling as a denomination, congregation, and disciple is to share 
 the saving love and grace of Jesus with all persons, even those who 
 are different from us in every respect; for God desires that all people be 
 saved. 

À The Shelter, Nurture, And Spiritual Fellowship Of The Children Of 
 God ï We are called to take new Christians and surround them with the 
 body of Christ so that they may mature in faith in a safe and 
 compassionate environment.  In this process, we find our own faith 
 constantly growing and being refreshed. 

À The Maintenance Of Divine Worship  ï Worship, is not about what we 
 do on Sunday morning it is about why we do it.  We worship God out of 
 gratitude for being saved and given new life.  Whenever we remember 
 that grace has been given to us and give glory to God for that grace we 
 maintain divine worship.   

À The Preservation Of The Truth  ï The truth we preserve as Christians is 
 not a set of doctrines or sacred teachings.  The truth we preserve is 
 Jesus himself.  Jesus is love, grace, salvation, and God!  We preserve 
 Truth (Jesus) by lifting-up Christ to our world.   

À The Promotion Of Social Righteousness ï We are called to love the 
 world as God loves the world.  We are called to seek out the tired, the 
 lost, the hungry, the homeless, the poor, etcé  to make sure they know 
 they are loved by God.  God hears the cries of his creatures, and as the 
 ñChrist-onesò we answer on behalf of God. 

À The Exhibition Of The Kingdom Of Heaven To The World ï 
 Exhibiting the kingdom means looking like Jesus.  It means patterning our 
 lives after his life.  That doesnôt mean that we have to be perfect.  But it 
 means striving to follow Jesusô example in the way we live, being loving 
 and forgiving, caring for others, meeting needs, ministering to the sick and 
 the poor, welcoming everyone into our fellowship. 

Grace and Peace, 

      

 

New Worship  

 Schedule Begins  

 August 15  
 

9:30 a.m.  

 Traditional Worship   
 

9:45 a.m.   

Life Path Sunday School  
 

10:30 a.m.   

 Morning Fellowship  
 

11:00 a.m.   

PRAXIS Praise Worship  
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- Glorify Ministry Group - 
Worship is the primary way we express our joy and thanksgiving to the God who created us, loves us, and forgives 

us.  The Glorify Ministry Group coordinates all Ministry Teams that allow us to have incredible worship 
experiences as well as other means of expressing our gratitude to God. 

Glorify Ministry Group Elders ñ Cheryl Hanson, Théo Lynne Hoffman and Phyllis Schippers 

 

 

 

9:00 a.m.  
 

August 1 ð  

     Learning about the PC(USA)ôs New Hymnal 

  Project  
 

August 8 ð Communion, Baptism  

     Hebrews 11:1 -3, 8-16 

  Faith: The Hopeful Journey  

      

9:30 a.m.  
 

August 15 ð   

     Hebrews 11:29 -12:2 

  Faith: The Difficult Journey  

  Potluck at Noon  
      

August 22 ð   

     Luke 13:10 -17 

  Faith: More Than Rules  
      

August 29 ð   

     Luke 14:1, 7 -14 

  Faith: Is Humility  

       

      

 

 

 

Contemporary Worship  11:00 a.m.  
 

August 1 ð  

     Learning about the PC(USA)ôs New 

  Hymnal Project and Hands on  

  Mission for St. Maryôs at Felician     

     Village  
      

August 8 ð Communion,  

                     Reaffirmation of Baptism  

     Hebrews 11:1 -3, 8-16 

  Faith Part I  
  

August 15 ð  

     Hebrews 11:29 -12:2 

  Faith Part II  

     Potluck at Noon  
 

August 22 ð  

     Luke 13:10 -17 

  Faith Part III  
 

August 29 ð  

     Luke 14:1, 7 -14 

  Faith Part IV  

 

Audio CDs Available of Service      

Audio CDs of Sunday Morning Traditional Worship are available.  CDs, as well as players, are 

available free of charge to our homebound members.  Please call the church office to schedule the 

delivery. 

Worship Highlights  
As you prepare yourself for worship please read, study, and pray about the scripture set for each Sunday. 



News from the Praise Band Team  

The team meets on Wednesdays at 

7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall for 

rehearsal.  New members are 

welcome!   
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- Glorify Ministry Group (Continued) - 

August Traditional  

Worship Helpers  

Greeters  

August 1 ï John, Jennifer & Isabella Balma  

August 8 ï Leone Sharpe, Tina Sieracki  

August 15 ï Sue Skarda, Faith Skarda  

August 22 ï Janet Spackman, Jean Sutter  

August 29 ï Pete & Judie Stuntz  
 

Ushers  

August 1 ï David & Nancy Schueffner  

August 8 ï Sue, Steve, Holly & Julie Sieracki  

August 15 ï Jim & Jill Skarda  

August 22 ï Judy Sobush, Lyn Leary Stark  

August 29 ï Bill & Elaine Springer  
 

Recording Team  

August 1 ï Kristin Schroeder  

August 8 ï Scott Pukisch  

August 15 ï Tim Maatman  

August 22 ï Tim Maatman  

August 29 ï Kristin Schroeder  

Learning Timelessness  

     We tend to think of our lives in terms of past, 

present and future.  Therefore, we easily become 

time-bound, living under the restrictions of clocks, 

calendars and seasons.  

     The concern of the truly spiritual person, 

however, is the ñnowò ð that suspension of the 

flow of hours, days and years.  God, who isnôt 

time-bound, breaks in upon our lives, and we 

sense, however distantly, the eternal.  And weôre 

refreshed, healed and lifted up.  

     The experience of the eternal may happen 

any time, even amid distraction.  But the witness 

of the mystics is that it most frequently occurs in 

the time of quiet abandonment in prayer.  As we 

grow spiritually, we become less time-bound and 

discover that the God of grace isnôt limited to the 

passage of the hours, days and years.  

To Pray  
 

ñTo pray is to seek communion with the 

very spirit of a holy God.  To pray is not 

primarily to ask for things, but reverently 

to receive a Presence.  To pray is to open our 

innermost self to the royal entry of the eternal 

Lord.  To pray is to expose oneôs secret being to 

the purifying fires of Godôs holy grace and love.ò  

                                             ðJohn Henry Jowett  

ñEvery tomorrow has two handles.  We can take 

hold of it with the handle of anxiety                   

or the handle of faith.ò  

ðHenry Ward Beecher  

 

ñHope is always available to us.  When we feel 

defeated, we need only take a deep breath and 

say yes, and hope will reappear.ò  

ðMonroe Forester  
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- Educate Ministry Group -  
No matter what age we are, we are always learning; so First Presbyterian Church provides opportunities  

for each person to grow their faith.  The Educate Ministry Group coordinates Ministry Teams  
that address educational activities and nurture the use of spiritual gifts. 

Educate Ministry Group Elders ñ Gloria Creagh, Bill Hampton-Gregory, Diane Moon  

Menôs Faith Discussion 

Join this early morning 

ecumenical menôs group for 

breakfast and discussion the 

Third Wednesday of every 

month at the Felician Village 

Bistro at 7:00 a.m.  

Mark your 

calendars for 

September 12, 

Rally Sunday 

the kick -off            

to our Life 

Path Sunday 

School year.  

Coming June 10 -12, 2011, Light on the Lakeshore   

Being a multi-generational church the Nash 

Family Foundation  has provided funds for First 

Presbyterian Church to host a regional 

ecumenical conference.  The Planning Team is 

comprised of ecumenical partners from across 

Manitowoc and has chosen The Rev. Carol 

Howard Merritt to be the keynote speaker.  She is the award-

winning author of Tribal Church (Alban Institute, 2007)  and 

Reframing Hope (Alban Institute, forthcoming).  Carol co-hosts 

God Complex Radio, a weekly podcast with  Bruce Reyes-Chow.  

She leads conferences nationally and internationally on cultural 

shifts and religion.  The weekend will also include an organ 

recital, praise concert, and small group studies.  Mark your 

calendars for this event in 2011. 

Sounds Fishy  

Seen on a church signboard in northern Minnesota one summer: 

ñSure, you can worship God with a fishing pole in your hand, but 

when was the last time a walleye told you, óYour sins are 

forgivenô?ò 

Sunday School Time Changes  

     There will be a new time for Sunday 

School due to the change in the time of the 

traditional worship service.  Children will be 

dismissed for a gathering time following the 

Children's Sermon, at approximately 9:45 

a.m.  Sunday School classes will be held 

from 10:00 - 10:45 a.m.  

Planning Stages  

First Presbyterian Church is looking at entering an 

educational partnership with Silver Lake College.  

Two intern positions will be offered for filling our 

Christian Education responsibilities that were carried 

out by Diane Hansen (who recently resigned).  This 

partnership is in the planning stages and everyone 

will be kept informed as it progresses. 
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- Serve Ministry Group - 
We are committed to hands-on mission projects and financial benevolence so the kingdom of Heaven can be 
exhibited to the world.  The Serve Ministry Group coordinates  all Ministry Teams that mobilize the churchõs 
resources and coordinate the churchõs benevolence to serve those in need; locally, nationally, and internationally. 

Serve Ministry Group Elders ñ Mary Huckins, Dawn Schroeder, Lyn Leary Stark 

Jefferson School Book Drive Results  

     We concluded the book drive for Jefferson School at the 

end of May, too late to report the final totals for the June 

newsletter.  Thank you very much to all that donated 

books!! Your generosity was much appreciated.  Jefferson 

School was delighted with our donations! 

     With the $150 budgeted for purchasing books for the 

school we bought 58 new books at the Jefferson Book Sale 

in April where we were able to buy one and get one free. 

Members of the congregation donated 156 books.  In total 

we donated 214 books to Jefferson School.  Thanks for all 

your support!! 

The Serve Team 

Can You Help Make 1,300 Children Happy?  

Soles for Souls is looking for help on 

Saturday, August 14 , at Jefferson School 

between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.  

They need people to give out shoe coupons 

for the Payless Store in Shopko to youth in the county.  

If you are able to work with us one or two hours on that 

day at Jefferson School it would be very much 

appreciated. This is a great opportunity to see firsthand 

what a great need Soles for Souls fills in Manitowoc 

County.  This congregation has been extremely 

generous in financially supporting Soles in the past 10 

years and now you can witness the impact that this 

program has on so many needy youth. For more 

information or if you can volunteer, please call Winnie 

Drape  at 684-4060. Thank you! 

Soles for Souls Board 

Winnie Drape (center) with two students 

showing the books they received from the book 

drive for Jefferson Elementary School.   

Photo submitted  

Thank You Helpers  

A special thank you to Pete 

Stuntz, Kin Morse (friend 

of Peteôs) and Ruth 

Westberg for their efforts in 

delivering meals to those in need of a 

hot meal during the month of June.  If 

you would like to help in this mission, 

please call Jim Clark at 682-8520.   

 

 

Peace starts with  

a smile.  



Rummage Sale Update  

     Congratulations to everyone on another successful rummage sale.  We are so happy to be 

providing the Domestic Violence Center (DVC) with a check for over $3,300.  Not only were we able 

to provide this to the DVC, but we were able to provide many mission opportunities to so many in the 

community.   

     We spoke to many women who had first hand experience with the 

DVC and it was very moving to hear their stories.  We delivered 

mattresses to a family whose children were 

sleeping on the floor.  We donated 

hundreds of outfits, maternity and baby 

clothes to ñThe Crossingò who provides 

services to expectant Mothers.  We were 

able to provide some clothes and food to a 

homeless man who was just looking for a 

pair of dry jeans and a pair of shoes 

without a hole in them. 

     For those who are reading 

this newsletter, you probably 

have a roof over your head and youôre wondering what 

you should make for dinner.  We saw so many people that 

didnôt have these options and their meal for the day was 

the hotdog we provided.  We 

were so moved so many times 

during the sale and we 

realized the sale wasnôt just 

about making money, but the 

good we could do for so many. 

     We want to thank everyone 

who put in countless hours 

baking, pricing, hauling, etc.  We could not have done this without 

everyoneôs help.  We want to continue this great mission, but we need 

everyoneôs help.  In order to make this work, we need people to pick up 

goods, bakers, markers, plant diggers, etc.  If you feel this is an important mission of the church, we 

need your help!  Please contact Dawn Schroeder , Nancy Baumann or any member of the 

Session to let them know your thoughts. 
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- Serve Ministry Group (Continued) - 

Dawn Schroeder took time to 

smile for the camera.  

Nancy Baumann helped buyers 

pack up their treasures.  

Phyllis Schippers made sure the 
plants had plenty to drink with 

the warm temperatures.  

Visitors had a wide variety of items to choose 

from.  The sale was held June 3 -5. 


