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A Seed to Sow… 

The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:  to 

you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 

the Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign for you: you will 

find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 

manger.”                                                         Luke 2:10-12 

 

     I wish to extend best wishes and prayers to all for a blessed Christmas 

and a happy 2010.  I am also joined in these greetings by our staff. 

     This Christmas Season we will read, hear, and sing the Gospel of 

Jesus’ birth once again.  I pray that we can strive to find new meaning in 

this ancient story by carefully listening, once again, to what God has to say 

to us in the babe of Bethlehem, Christ Jesus.  

     Jesus is sent into our world as light in our darkness.  He reveals to us 

God’s presence and love in a way which is both staggering and awe-

inspiring.  The cries of the manger are but a foreshadowing of the cries 

from the cross. 

     Let the message of Christmas sink into your hearts and minds and let it 

refresh your hearts and spirits.  Ponder the mystery, 2010 holds many 

unknown gifts from Jesus to First Presbyterian Church.  Yet among all of 

these unknown gifts you can rest assured that the same old gift, that of 

Jesus Christ, is here for us to rediscover and enjoy.  This is, and has 

always been, the greatest gift we could ever receive. 

     The "Good News" is that God has made salvation known in Jesus 

Christ.  While this has already happened in history, how is this news fresh 

and alive in our hearts and minds today?  Going a step further, what might 

it demand of us in terms of how we might plan to live it out?  Read the 

Christmas Gospel again, and let it sink in.  Perhaps in some new way, it will 

cause us to raise our voices in praise to the God who comes to us in Christ 

Jesus. 

     Merry Christmas, Happy New Year and let us continue to pray for one 

another! 

     That is a Seed to Sow! 
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- Glorify Ministry Group - 
Worship is the primary way we express our joy and thanksgiving to the God who created us, loves us, and forgives 

us.  The Glorify Ministry Group coordinates all Ministry Teams that allow us to have incredible worship 
experiences as well as other means of expressing our gratitude to God. 

Glorify Ministry Group Elders ñ Cheryl Hanson, Théo Lynne Hoffman and Phyllis Schippers 

December Worship 

December 6 – 2nd Sunday in Advent 

Scripture: Matthew 1:18-25, John 10:11-18 

Sermon: Look Who Is Coming:  

The Good Shepherd 
   

December 13 – 3rd Sunday in Advent 

Scripture: Matthew 2:1-12, John 11:20-27 

Sermon: Look Who Is Coming: Resurrection 
and Life 

    

December 20 – 4th Sunday in Advent 

Scripture: Matthew 2:13-15, John 15:5-8 

Sermon: Look Who Is Coming: The Vine 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE – 6:00 Family Service of 

 Lessons and Carols with Communion 

Scripture: John 4:23-26, Luke 2:1-20 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE – 11:00 Candlelight and 

 Communion 

Scripture: John 4:23-26, Luke 2:1-20 

Sermon: ―I AM,‖ is here! 
  

December 27 – First Sunday of Christmas 

Elder Théo Lynne Hoffman Leads Worship 
 

Celebration Praise 

December 6 – 6:00 p.m. 

The Gospel According to Dr. Seuss: How 
the Grinch Stole Christmas 

Scripture: Luke 19:1-6 
 

December 20 – 6:00 p.m.—No service 

―Oh, What A Night‖ Christmas Program for 
everyone to enjoy. 

   

January Worship 

January 3 – Second Sunday of Christmas 

Scripture: John 1:1-8 

Sermon: ―To Become Children of God‖ 
   

January 10 – Baptism of the Lord,  

 Ordination, Communion 

Scripture: Luke 3:15-22  

Sermon: ―...Filled with Expectation‖  
  

January 17 –  2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Scripture: John 2:1-11  

Sermon: Recognizing the Good Stuff   
 

January 24 – 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Scripture: Luke 4:14-21 

Sermon: The Year of the Lord’s Favor  
 

January 31 – 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Scripture: Luke 4:21-30 

Sermon: Turning Things Upside Down 
    

        Celebration Praise 

January 3 – 6:00 p.m. 

The Gospel According to Dr. Seuss: Oh 
the Places Youôll Go 

Scripture: Ephesians 3:8-10 
 

January 17 – 6:00 p.m. 

The Gospel According to Dr. Seuss: 
Horton Hears a Who 

Scripture: Matthew 25:31-40 

 

Potluck is at 5:00 p.m., followed by 
Celebration Praise on January 17. 
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- Glorify Ministry Group (continued) - 

Audio CD’s Available  

of Service      

   Audio CD’s of  Sunday Morning Worship are 

available for any who desire them.  Please inform 

any usher that you would like a copy and they will be 

available during Morning Fellowship.   

     CD’s, as well as players, are available free of charge to 

our homebound members.  Please call the church office to 

schedule the delivery. 

   

Service Recording Team  

We have been recording 

each worship service and 

need several dedicated 

individuals who will turn the 

recorder on and off, and make the 

copies so that our members and 

friends can have them.  All this can 

be done from the balcony.  If you 

are interested, please contact 

Pastor Matt.   

Praise Band News 

We are currently looking for a bass guitar player, experience preferred, but not 

necessary.  If anyone would like to join the Praise Team, please call 682-2750 or see 

Tim or Phyllis at rehearsal on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. ,or after church.  

Your Help Is Needed 

We are in need of ushers for 

the 11:00 p.m. Christmas 

Eve service.  If you can 

volunteers for this time call 

the church office and let        

us know. 

Aids Day Vigil 

On Tuesday, December 1 from 12:15 - 12:45 p.m. in the 

lower level of St. James Episcopal Church there will be an 

Aids Day Vigil.  Come to remember the lives of those around 

the world who live with AIDS or have lost the battle with 

AIDS.  Come and lift prayers that AIDS will cease to be a plague 

upon our land. 

Advent Take Down 

Please join us on 

Wednesday, January 6 

from 6:00—7:00 p.m. 

for Advent Take Down.  

We will be taking down 

all the holiday 

decorations throughout 

the church.     

Christmas Open House at the Sauers’ 

On Sunday, December 13, from 3:00—

5:00 p.m. Pastor Matt, Meredith, Olivia 

and Joshua invite you to drop by their 

home to share the joy of Christmas.  The 

Sauers’ live at 1819 South 25th Street, 

Manitowoc. 
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- Educate Ministry Group -  
No matter what age we are, we are always learning; so First Presbyterian Church provides opportunities  

for each person to grow their faith.  The Educate Ministry Group coordinates Ministry Teams  
that address educational activities and nurture the use of spiritual gifts. 

Educate Ministry Group Elders ñ Bill Hampton-Gregory and Wendy Ramminger  

The Bill Zimmer Forum 

- A Book Group for People of Faith - 

The next forum will be held on Tuesday, December 8 at 

8:00 a.m. at the Faith Formation Center—10th and 

Marshall Streets, Manitowoc.  Charlie Mathews, Mobile 

Journalist, Herald Times Reporter, will talk about The 

Shack by William Paul Young.   

December Life Path Lessons 

     Life Path Sunday School lessons are focusing on 

Biblical characters and stories that demonstrate how 

hard it can be to follow God.  Stories and lessons for the 

month of December will continue with a look at 

Christmas through the eyes of Joseph.   

     Memory Verse: Matthew 1:26, ―When Joseph awoke, 

he did as the angel said and brought Mary home to be 

his wife.‖   

December 6— Christmas through the eyes of Joseph 

December 13— Christmas program rehearsal 

December 20— Christmas program rehearsal 

December 27— Christmas vacation – No class 

Noon Bible Study 

Join the Noon Bible Study 

each Monday in the church 

library and discover the New 

Testament.  Everyone is 

welcome; bring a lunch and a friend! 

Adult Education Opportunities  

Merritt Wilcox continues to lead the 

Adult Education class on Sunday 

mornings at 9:00 a.m. in the church 

library.  This series is based on Steve 

Monsma’s book Healing for a Broken 

World: Christian Perspectives on Public 

Policy.   The series, with an 

accompanying DVD, helps Christians 

sort out political and social issues in 

order to make wise decisions where 

faith and politics intersect.  Continue 

your journey of growth through 

reflection of current world issues.   

Christmas Time Program 

Practice for our Church Family Christmas program continues Wednesdays,  December 2 and 9, 

from 6:00 – 7:00 p.m., as well as Sunday, December 13 and 20 during Sunday School time.  We 

are learning a lot of new music, brushing up on well known Christmas carols, acting out character 

parts and learning Bible verses.  This year’s program, ―Oh, What A Night‖ has the younger children 

pantomiming characters and singing, while children and adult readers and singers/soloists tell the 

beautiful story of our Savior’s birth.  This year’s production will be a truly intergenerational pageant.  

Performance on our new stage in Fellowship Hall will be Sunday, December 20 at 6:00 p.m.  Come 

help us celebrate the birth of the Baby Jesus – SEE YOU THERE!!   
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- Serve Ministry Group - 
We are committed to hands-on mission projects and financial benevolence so the kingdom of Heaven can be 
exhibited to the world.  The Serve Ministry Group coordinates  all Ministry Teams that mobilize the church’s 

resources and coordinate the church’s benevolence to serve those in need; locally, nationally, and internationally. 
Serve Ministry Group Elders ñ Mary Huckins, Dawn Schroeder, Leone Sharpe and Julie Sieracki  

Alternative Gift Market 

     Are you looking for meaningful Christmas gifts for the special people in your life?  First 

Presbyterian Church will be hosting an Alternative Gift Market again this year.   

     We will kick off our Alternative Gift Market on December 6
 
in Fellowship Hall along with the 

Crafty Ladies Craft and Bake Sale, and we will conclude on December 20. 

     You will have the opportunity to 

donate to some special charities.  

You will receive a gift card that you 

can give to someone and let them 

know you made a donation in their 

name. 

     The Serve Ministry Team has 

selected local, national and international charities.        

See the attached sheet in this issue of The Messenger.  

When you are making your Christmas shopping list this 

year, prayerfully consider any of the mentioned 

alternative gifts.  Please invite your friends and 

neighbors to come and shop too. 

     If you have any questions, see us at our Alternative 

Gift Market booth on December 6, or contact Dawn 

Schroeder at 683-9967 or Mary Huckins at 683-9667. 

Alternative Gift Market Schedule 

Some exciting things will be happening 

during morning worship—Minute for 

Mission.   

December 6—Sister Charisma from 

Tanzania will talk about her village.  You 

don’t want to miss this Minute for 

Mission. 

December 13—Adam Morantez will 

discuss the Project Youth House, this 

year’s children’s Christmas project. 

December 20—A wrap up of the 

Alternative Gift Market and Christmas 

Joy Offering.  

Now is the Time 

     We live in troubling times, with wars, poverty, hunger, economic woes, health scares and more.  

So what now?   

     Believe this: We Christians will survive the test!  Faith, prayer and discipline will bring us victory.  

Our love for God and the need for worship, Christian education and joyous fellowship will ultimately 

prevail. 

     A pastor who worked in a city’s poverty-stricken area was asked how his work was going.  He 

answered: ―It is a hand-to-mouth existence: God’s hand providing for our mouths.‖  So it may be for 

many churches and people today.  But God promises to see us through. 
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- Serve Ministry Group (Continued) - 

Senior Center Meals 

A thank you to Jim Clark,           

Mary Fordney, Ann Gold,               

Shay Hampton-Gregory,             

Flossie Luecker, Pete Stuntz 

and Ruth Westberg for their efforts in 

delivering meals to those in need of a hot 

meal during the week of November 2-6.   If 

you would like to help in this mission, please 

call Jim Clark at 682-8520.   

Younker’s Community Day Coupon Books 

Helped Soles for Souls 

     Thank you to everyone who purchased a Coupon 

Book for Younker's Community Day on November 

14, 2009.  We sold 75 books at $5 each for a total 

of $375.  All proceeds went to Soles for Souls!  

That's a lot of shoes for needy kids in Manitowoc 

County in 2010!  Your support is very much 

appreciated!                           

Soles for Souls Advisory Board 

Christmas Joy Offering     

     ―What child is this?‖  While at this season it’s easy to think of the baby Jesus as 

simply a sweet and holy presence radiating light from a manager, the whole of the 

Gospels and of history tells another story.  This child is the way God’s love bursts into 

our lives and history in a way that leaves both forever changed.  As we open our hearts 

to that love, we find it will not be contained but impels us to share it ever more widely. 

     Presbyterians can respond to that love at Christmas by giving generously to the  Christmas Joy 

Offering.  The Offering helps students at racial ethnic schools and colleges develop their gifts and 

find their calling to serve God through serving their community.  At the same time, the Offering now 

helps families of both active and retired workers to meet unexpected needs.  As we celebrate Jesus’ 

love flowing into, through, and beyond our lives this Christmas, our gifts bear joyous witness to the 

power of that uncontainable love to change lives.  

     Gifts to the Christmas Joy Offering are divided evenly, with half going to support Presbyterian 

racial ethnic education and half to the assistance programs of the Board of Pensions.   

     We will receive the Christmas Joy Offering on Sunday, December 20. 

Crafty Ladies Craft and Bake Sale 

The Crafty Ladies Craft and Bake Sale will be held Sunday, December 6, in Fellowship 

Hall.  The ladies have been busy making various crafts and preparing homemade 

goodies.  The sale is being held in conjunction with the Alternative Gift Market kick off.   



- Support Ministry Group - 
In order for the ministry of Jesus to be the most effective at First Presbyterian Church we need to have  

the best staff, secure finances, and excellent facilities.  The Support Group coordinates all teams that  

address the administrative, facilities, and financial needs of the congregation.  

Support Ministry Group Elders ñ Dennis Kaldor, Craig Kapinos and Amy Swanson  
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Caring For You – Body and Soul 

Holy Family Memorial Hospital has made wall mounted hand-sanitizers available to area 

congregations as a public health service.  Because of this program and the generosity of others, 

First Presbyterian has received seven of these and placed them near the entrances of the Sanctuary 

and Fellowship Hall.  In addition to these hand-sanitizers you will also find hand-washing reminders 

in the restrooms as another reminder to fight germs.  These were provided by the Department of 

Health and Aurora Healthcare.  We hope you will take advantage of these simple ways to stop the 

spread of flu germs.  Your church cares about you, body and soul! 

New Office Hours 

In order to accommodate the vacation 
time of our Office Manager the church 
office will now be closed on Fridays. 

- Reach Ministry Group -  
Reaching out to the community with the grace of Jesus and encouraging newcomers to become  

active members of First Presbyterian.  The Reach Ministry Group coordinates all Ministry Teams  

that address evangelism, new member recruitment, and member fellowship.  

Reach Ministry Group Elders ñ Scott Puksich, Bill Springer and Justin Winga 

Monthly Community Potluck 

The third Sunday of every month is Potluck Dinner Sunday!  Everyone is 

invited to gather in Fellowship Hall at 5:00 p.m. for joyful conversation as 

we share our lives and food with one another.  On December 20, 2009 

there will be No Community Potluck because of the Christmas program.   

Breakfast Club 

A monthly social event 

is open to anyone who 

wants to have fun 

conversation over 

breakfast.  This group 

meets the second 

Friday of every month 

at 9:00 a.m. in the 

Bistro at Felician 

Village. 

 

The Will of God never takes  

you to where the Grace of God  

will not protect you. 

WINTER YOUTH CONCERT 

Come and here great live music on January 15th in the Fellow-
ship Hall starting at 7:00p.m.  MereSide West which includes 
our own Michael Degener and Adam Morantez will be playing 
along with other special acts.   
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- Care Ministry Group - 
Caring for our members is an important part of what it means to be a Family of Believers.   

We are here to visit one another, provide support during times of grief, reach out to homebound members,  

and keep members who live out of town connected to our ministry.  

Class of 2009 Class of 2010    Class of 2011 

Deb Bonk—Moderator/Nominating Jane Abbott     Jennifer Balma 

Mary Elias    Mary Fordney    Faith Morgan 

Diane Nelson   Michele Hemme—Secretary   Kristin Schroeder 

Barb Panosh   Marj LaBrecque—Treasurer   Tina Sieracki 

Ruth Perry—Vice Moderator  Charles Lohmeyer—Vice Moderator JoAnn Weinert 

Continue to pray for our Care Facility  

and Home Members! 

   At their Homes Care Facility 

   Bert Beers Ruth Colburn  

   Darlene Gabel  

   Donna Gotchy  

   Marge John  

Question for the Church Mouse:   

     I heard Presbyterians believe in predestination; what is 

that and how does this doctrine affect me? 

     Predestination is not believing ―whatever will be will 

be.‖  It is a doctrine that emphasizes God has chosen us 

long before we are able to choose God.  God chose us 

―before the foundation of the world.‖  God also chose us 

when Jesus died on the cross for our sin.  In different ways, the Spirit 

keeps working faith in us.  Predestination does not try to discourage 

anyone from finding God for themselves.  This is everyone’s opportunity.  

It is however, a doctrine aimed at comforting people and encouraging 

them not to worry about their salvation.  This does not mean we do not 

care about faith.  We share the gospel of Jesus Christ; we call people to 

repentance; we challenge one another to live faithfully.  When we seek to 

join the church, when we seek to grow in our faith, when we seek to be 

obedient, we do so by grace, not by anything we do.  It is God working in 

us.  The sign of this work is our faith in Jesus Christ. 

Do You Have a Question? 

Do you have a question you would like to 

ask the Session?  The Church Mouse 

would like to answer your questions!  

Please submit a question or questions!  

The Church Mouse will take your question 

to the Session and publish the answer in 

upcoming newsletters! 

Crafty Ladies 

Project 

The Crafty Ladies 

have started a 

hat and mitten 

tree.  The tree is 

located in Fellowship 

Hall where anyone can 

place hats, mittens and 

scarves for people in 

need.  You can either 

make, or if you prefer, 

purchase, a new hat, 

scarf or pair of mittens 

to place on the tree.  

We will need the help of 

the congregation to 

make this a success.   
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- Care Ministry Group (Continued) - 

Birthdays for December 

12/01—Kay Markvart 

12/02—Logan Swanson 

12/04—Julie Sieracki 

12/05—Luke Imp                               

12/08—Nancy Baumann 

12/09—Barbara Park 

12/12—Eric Huckins 

12/12—Tyler Schroeder 

12/13—Travis Skarda 

12/17—Wendy Ramminger 

12/18—Bill Hampton-Gregory 

12/18—Marj LaBrecque 

12/18—Mark Hendricks 

12/19—Christine Croy 

12/20—Jim Schneck 

12/21—Julie Schreiter 

12/21—Olivia Sauer 

12/24—Deb Belland 

12/27—Phillis Cummings 

12/27—Ruth Westberg 

12/31—Oscar Swanson 

12/31—Judy Schroeder 

12/31—Tom Keller 

Birthdays for January 

01/01—Angie Puksich 

01/07—Ann Georgenson 

01/09—Donna Reed 

01/10—Katie Kapinos 

01/11—Lyn Leary Stark 

01/12—Sharon Clark 

01/13—Reid Hanson 

01/14—Justin Winga 

01/15—Steve Good 

01/15—DJ Waniger 

01/15—Deb Weller 

01/15—Diane Hansen 

01/15—Lori Waniger 

01/16—Dale Brasser 

01/16—Hannah Ramminger 

01/16—Judy Sobush 

01/21—Bob Weinert 

01/24—Rudy Baumann 

01/24—Danielle Weller 

01/24—Margaret Foster 

01/25—Bill Springer 

01/25—Jeanne Wilcox 

01/26—Jane Abbott 

01/28—Sue Just 

Wedding Anniversaries for December 

12/02—Terry & Barbara Buck 

12/11—Bryan & Gudrun Wetak 

12/18—William & Barbara Richter 

12/20—Al Diaz & Julie Hester-Diaz 

Wedding Anniversaries for January 

01/18—Justin & Betsy Winga 

01/27—Rudy & Nancy Baumann 
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- Care Ministry Group (Continued) - 

Board of Deacons  

The Board of Deacons will be meeting at 

11:30 a.m. on Tuesday, December 8 for a 

social potluck.  Deacons are asked to bring a 

dish to pass for 20 people and their own place 

setting.    This is a time to say farewell to the 

old and welcome the new deacons.  The next regular 

meeting will be held on January 10, 2010.  

Wanted: Food for Mother 

Hubbard’s Cupboard 
 

The Board of Deacons is always accepting 

food for Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard.  

Please feel free to drop off non-perishable 

food items at anytime throughout the year.  

She is located in the hallway by the church 

office.  Food is given to area pantries. 

Attention! 

Attention members and friends of First Presbyterian 

Church!  Please help by giving us names of church 

members and friends who you feel would appreciate 

or benefit from our care, support and visits.   

Board of Deacons—Visiting Team 
 

Please contact one of the team members listed below 

if you have any concerns. 

Charles Lohmeyer—682-1177 

Faith Morgan—686-1187 

Ruth Perry—684-3204 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING 

December 19 3:00-5:00 we will go 

Caroling at Felician Village.  Meet in 

the new entry place at 3:00p.m! 

Save the Date 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, 

February 6 for our Valentine Dinner and a 

Movie.  Watch for details to follow in your 

weekly bulletins!  

Deacon Update for New Year 
Please help the Deacons update records! 

 
 

Name_______________________________ Birth date______________________________ 
 
Wedding anniversary___________________ Email address__________________________ 
 

Please check if you are interested in helping in any way or if you would like to be called    
upon for the following: 

□ Making casseroles  

□ Helping with funerals 

□ Helping with various receptions throughout the year 

□ Help with visiting people throughout the year that are homebound or in care facilities 
 

Please return to the church office or place in the collection plate by December 31, 2009. 
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Church Office Contacts 
 

Matt Sauer,  

Pastor 

Email: matthewsauer@sbcglobal.net 
 

Diane Hansen,  

Christian Education Coordinator 

Email: dianewick1@sbcglobal.net 
 

Cathy Wallander,  

Office Manager 

Email: firstpresmtwc@sbcglobal.net 

 

The deadline to submit articles 

for the 

February 2010  

The Messenger is  

Thursday, January 14, 2010 

at Noon 
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First Presbyterian is... 

     A family of  believers in Jesus Christ who  

      Glorify  God together,  

       Serve, Support, and Educate  

        each other in our faith.   

     We Reach our community and the world  

      to show Care and concern  

       for all people and spread the love  

        and saving power of  Jesus. 

502 North 8th Street ● Manitowoc, WI 54220 
Phone: 920-682-4688 ● Fax: 920-682-4649 
 

Return Service Requested 

/ 



Share a Poinsettia Plant  

for the Christmas Services 

 
If you would like to contribute money toward decorating our church with poinsettias, please fill out 

this form and return it to the church office with your check by Monday, December 14.  You may 

contribute any amount; all contributions will be recognized in the Christmas worship service 

bulletins. 

 

Amount Enclosed: $________________(The approximate cost of one plant is $9.00.) 

Please make checks payable to First Presbyterian Church and note ―Christmas Decorations‖ in the 

memo portion of the check. 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY!  

 

From:___________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

In Memory of_____________________________________________________________________ 

In Honor of_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

If you would like to take a poinsettia plant home with you after the 10:00 a.m. service on January 3, 

2010 please indicate below: 

 

□    Yes, I would like to take a poinsettia plant home with me after the 10:00 a.m. service on 

 January 3, 2010. 

□   No, I do not want to take a plant home. 

 

My Name:_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Daytime Telephone Number:_________________________________________________________ 

(If you have any questions, please call the church office at 682-4688.) 

 

 


