
 

 

 

 We  are a family of  believers in Jesus Christ who  

glorify God together,   

serve, support, and educate  

each other in our faith. 

We reach our community and the world  

to show care and concern  

for all people and spread the love  

and saving power of  Jesus. 
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Dear Parents or Guardians, 
 

In the sacrament of baptism God gives us a gift. God 
confirms Godôs promise to grant us a new and abundant 
life through the savior, Jesus, and assures us of Godôs 
steadfast love. Through the sacrament of baptism we, as 
a community, welcome adults and children into our midst 
and promise to come alongside those being baptized to 
encourage them as they learn to answer Jesus' call to 
follow him. 
 
Baptism, like the sacrament of the Lord's Supper, is 
celebrated in the context of a worship service. It is not a 
private rite, but a public celebration. Each time a person 
is baptized, the congregation gathered for worship has 
the privilege of resting in the assurance of God's love 
and dedicating themselves to supporting one another in 
the journey of faith. When Jesus was baptized (see 
Matthew 3, Luke 3 and Mark 1) he heard our Heavenly 
creator proclaim, "You are my son, the Beloved; with you 
I am well pleased." In the same way, each time we 
celebrate a baptism, we remember our own baptism and 
how God gives us a new identity in Christ. 
 
Our hope is the celebration of your childôs Baptism will 
be a special day, and we want to do all we can to make it 
special.  To this end we have prepared this booklet in the 
hope that it will help you understand and prepare for 
baptism here at First Presbyterian Church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Rev. Dr. Matthew L. Sauer             Ms. Diane Wick 
Pastor         Education Coordinator 
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What Promises Are Made? 
 

Those desiring the Sacrament of Baptism for their 

children or for themselves shall make vows that:  

Z profess their faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and 

Savior,  
 

Z renounce evil and affirm their reliance on God's 

grace,  
 

Z declare their intention to 

participate actively and 

responsibly in the worship 

and mission of the church,  
 

Z declare their intention to 

provide for the Christian 

nurture of their child.  

 
 

What do We do to Plan a 
Baptism? 

 

After reading this brochure, you will want to make an 

appointment with the pastor. After you have been 

fully informed about the meaning and process of this 

Sacrament, the Pastor will take your request to 

Session (our governing body) for approval of your 

childõs baptism and the date.   
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Are Baptisms from other 
churches recognized? 

 

"The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) recognizes all 

Baptisms with water and in the name of 

the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit administered by other Christian 

churches."  

Book of Order  W-2.3010 
 

How Many Times Can I Be 
Baptized? 

 

"Baptism is received only once ... God's faithfulness 

needs no renewal."  

Book of Order  W-2.3007  

 

Do Presbyterians Have  
Godparents? 

 

The role of the Godparents is usually referred to as 

Sponsors in the Presbyterian Church. Their role is to 

provide prayers and encouragement to the child and 

the family in their spiritual journey.  You may choose 

your own sponsor as long as they are an active 

Christian (they do not have to be Presbyterian) or the 

Pastor will assist you in choosing one.  
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What the Bible Says 
 

ñGo therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything that 
I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.ò 

Matthew 28:19-20 
 

ñTherefore we have been buried with him by baptism into 
death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness 
of life.ò 

Romans 6:4 
 

 

Baptism is a Sacrament (a holy act that reminds us of 
the presence of God)  in which the family reaffirms their 
faith in Christ as Savior, 
and as Christians declare 
their desire and intention to 
raise their child in the 
Christian faith.   

 

Baptism is not a magical 
act it is a spiritual act.  On 
one hand nothing happens 
at the moment of Baptism; the water is always water, the 
baby is still a baby, God is not any more present than 
normal.  On the other hand thought Baptism reminds us 
of Godôs love, forgiveness, and eternal life.   



 

 

What Presbyterians Say 
 

òIn Baptism, we participate in Jesus's death and 

resurrection. In Baptism, we die to what separates us 

from God and are raised to newness of life in Christ. 

Baptism points us back to the grace of God expressed 

in Jesus Christ, who died for us and who was raised 

for us. Baptism points us forward to that same Christ 

who will fulfill God's purpose in God's promised 

future.ó 

The Book of Order   W-2.3002  
 

"Baptism enacts and seals what the Word proclaims: 

God's redeeming grace offered to all people. Baptism 

is God's gift of grace and also God's summons to 

respond to that grace. Baptism calls to repentance, to 

faithfulness, and to discipleship. Baptism gives the 

church its identity and commissions the church for 

ministry to the world."  

The Book of Order   W-2.3006  
 

Question 56.  What Does it mean to be baptized? 

My baptism means that I am joined to Jesus Christ 
forever.  As I am baptized with water, he 
baptizes me with his Spirit, washing away all 
my sins and freeing me from the their 
control.  My baptism is a sign that one day I 
will rise with him in glory, and may walk with 
him even now in newness of life.  

From the Study Catechism:  Confirmation Version  
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What Baptism Means 
 

As circumcision was the sign and symbol of inclusion in 

God's grace and covenant with Israel, so Baptism is 

the sign and symbol of inclusion in God's grace and 

covenant with the church. As an identifying mark, 

Baptism signifies  

Z the faithfulness of God,  

Z the washing away of sin,  

Z rebirth,  

Z putting on the fresh garment of Christ,  

Z being sealed by God's Spirit,  

Z adoption into the covenant family of the 

church,  

Z resurrection and illumination in Christ.  

Book of Order W-2.3004  
 

Why Do We Use Water? 
The water of Baptism links us to the goodness of 
God's creation and to the grace of God's covenants 
with Noah and Israel. Prophets of Israel, amidst the 
failure of their own generation to honor God's 
covenant, called for justice to roll down like waters 
and righteousness like an ever flowing stream (Amos 
5:24). In his ministry, Jesus offered the gift of living 
water. So Baptism is the sign and seal of God's grace 
and covenant in Christ.  

Book of Order W-2.3003  
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